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Leucaena leucocephala, Tropical Mimosa by Mary Miller.
This specimen has been in bonsai training for approximately
20 years and creates a beautiful example of tropical bonsai.
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A Message from the Presidenu

M

y President’s Letter is a reminder of how
fast time flies. Each quarter I write about
the events of the coming season and I’m
quickly reminded that the year is flying by!
We are now approaching our annual convention and it’s hard to believe
that so little time is left before we all meet for this year’s event.
I know the entire board has been working very hard to bring all the
BSF members a memorable learning experience.

This year promises to be a great
one with Mr. Cheng and his wonderful ‘silk carving’ techniques. If
you miss this you will
be sorry! The Bring
Your Own Tree
workshop for all
those wanting to
carve a very special
tree in their collection will be the
workshop of the decade!
Mr. Cheng will also be presenting
a Juniper demonstration which
will be a beautiful work of art
when he completes the design
using his special techniques. This
tree will be in the auction on
Sunday night so make sure you are
present for the bidding!
Our own Ed Trout has a workshop
using Bougainvillea that are beauPAG E
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tiful and challenging. Ed has cared
for this material for over a year
and has groomed them especially
for this workshop.
The material is gorgeous and ready for
some lucky person to
take home!
Sean Smith will be
hosting a workshop on
Diaza carving, about
which I wrote in the fall. This was
one of the best workshops I have
ever attended, which is why we
wanted to try one at our event.
Sean will also conduct a tool sharpening workshop for anyone wanting to do hands-on workshop
where your tools will be sharpened. Bring two of your tools and
learn how and why it is so important to have good sharp tools.
FLORIDA BONSAI

We are also presenting a new
artist from Puerto Rico – Gustavo
Bures. Gustavo was featured in
the last convention newsletter
highlighting accomplishments
and a selection of his trees. He
will be presenting a workshop
with Bucida spinosa. Gustavo was
an exhibitor at the convention in
Puerto Rico in July 2007 and won
several awards for his trees. The
material we found is very nice and
this workshop is a great opportunity to be one of the first in
Florida to work with this multitalented artist.
Toby Diaz is conducting two
workshops for BSF; one is Ficus.
These trees are quite old, and very
beautiful. They will prove to be
some of the best Ficus bonsai in
years to come! Toby is a very talented Florida artist, and will teach
you how to properly wire and
style your Ficus. Toby will also be
doing a workshop on Shohin Neea
buxifolia. This perfectly shohinscale material will include a bonsai pot to complete your tree at
the end of your workshop.

M AY 2 0 0 8

Our finial artist is the very wellknown Mike Rogers. Mike will
conduct a workshop on Juniperus
v. shimpaku. Mike is working with
beautiful trees purchased from
Roy Nagatoshi in California. This
workshop will give participants a
chance to work with Shimpaku
Junipers which have soft foliage,
making wiring a pleasure. These
trees will prove to be great bonsai.
Mike will help you wire, explain
the culture and after-care of this
wonderful bonsai material. For
those of you fearful of junipers this
class will overcome your fears and
get you on the right track for working with one of the premier bonsai
specimens – Shimpaku Junipers!
Club night and the Scholarship
event will be held on Friday night
and the competition should be
fun and educational. Each year
this event grows and proves to be
one of the most popular events
of the convention. It should live
up to its reputation again this
year and it will be another late
night for all those attending.
Good luck everyone!

PAG E

3

A Message from the Presidenu
J.J. Turner is in charge of the
2008 Convention Raffle and has
gathered a huge amount of great
items to tempt you. She is working very hard to bring a great raffle experience to the convention
with trees styled by visiting
artists, a great collection of specialty bonsai pots, tools, books
and too many more items to mention. Let’s support her by bringing
your extra items to help her out.
J.J. will take your donated items
any time during the convention,
but it would be helpful if you drop
an e-mail to let her know you plan
on donating something.
Don’t miss the fun and education
this year its going to be a great
time! I look forward to seeing
many of you there.
I would like to thank the many
participants in this year’s 2008
Epcot Flower Festival. We again
had over 60 applications for the
show along with many first time
entries. Thank you all, I know you
all had a wonderful day in the park
for the opening day events. I have
had many e-mails from all over
PAG E
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the county letting me know how
beautiful the trees looked. I will
see you all in June when we meet
again for breakdown. The website
has the events pictures and information for those wanting to learn
more about the exhibit.
I thank all the BSF members for
their support of this year’s visiting
artist program, which was a huge
success. The feedback on our talented guests was gratifying. David
Baruch did an excellent job organizing the travel plans and the
movement of artists throughout
the state. Our new web page for
this program proved to be a great
addition for the clubs and individuals to sign up and coordinate. I
want to thank our webmaster
Henning Glatter-Gotz for his
quick response in establishing this
page. His support of the website
and the additions has been a huge
undertaking and we all appreciate
his unending hard work.
Thank you all again for you
support – we will see you at
the convention.J
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A Message from the Editor

S

ummer Issue completes my first year as editor of your
magazine. This publication is doing very well. The magazine is operating, currently as a breakeven entity of BSF.
This may be a first for this educational venue. By this time next year
we hope to be totally self-sufficient and running in the black. I would
like to thank all of our advertisers for their help in making this happen.
We need to support our advertisers and let them know how important
they are to this endeavor.

As I write this in spring, it is one
of the most challenging times of
the year for bonsai
artists in Florida.
Everything has
come to life with a
vengence, especially
the weeds. They
seem to spring up
overnight in my garden. Trying to stay
on top of them is a daunting job,
but for the health of our trees it is
a challenge we must all face.
Eradicate the weeds, but please be
careful how you do it. We have
been told that using weed
removers are helpful, but may I
remind everyone that we have
seen some unfortunate results, be
it residual effects of which no one
is quite sure. But if you want to be
safe…remove your weeds by hand.
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We’ve gotten off to a good start
this year with a wonderful line up
of speakers from our
BSF visting speakers.
I hope everyone took
advantage of this
great opportunity.
This issue includes a
extremely informative
article on the use of
power tools from
Adam Lavigne. Remember to
respect all tools when you are
using them – do not get distracted, they can be dangerous.
Check out Mary Miller’s article
on tropical mimosa, another fascinating bonsai specimen. Lastly,
don’t miss Jim’s Smith’s article
on bonsai styles, it is a valuable
overview of the basics. J
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Bonsai and Power Tools
BY ADAM LAVIGNE

T

he purpose of this article is to explain the various
power tools available for use in bonsai, the pros and cons of
each, and, in the end, my opinion of what works best. In
future articles I will discuss hand tools, different carving styles
and philosophies, and whatever else comes up in the discussion.

If you are wondering why I was
asked to present these things to
you I was actually wondering as
well (just kidding), but, to explain;
I am actually a woodcarver
(sculptor, if you would)
and have worked with
all of these tools
before and since I
began my bonsai
obsession. It kind of
followed that I would
choose carving as a
sub-specialty in the
bonsai world. But
enough about me, we will let the
information tell my tale.
I will begin at the large and end
with the smallest so, let’s go, here
we go….
The biggest, most powerful and
possibly the most dangerous tool
to use is the chainsaw.
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If you read any book on carving
and I have (I have this reading
problem you see…) the first thing
they say is never use a chainsaw to
carve with, only for rough blocking out or shaping .If
you read any book on
chainsaw carving it
will say the same
thing I just said, followed by a PSHAW!
Not to deny the
wood carvers their
expertise – but there
are things only a
chainsaw can do. Especially if you
get a specialty carving tip, specially designed to perform specific tasks and to create lines and
texture. The chainsaw in Figure 1
has one of those special tips. The
chainsaw in Figure 2 shows the
standard tip.
The smaller the bar (which is the
long piece on the front that the
FLORIDA BONSAI

Leucaena leucocephala
BY MARY C. MILLER

T

here are over 24 species of Leucaena but the
L. leucocephala seems best suited for bonsai. It can be found
growing wild throughout Florida, Texas and the Caribbean as
well as much of Central and South Amierca.

Although considered an “Invasive
Exotic” here, Honduras, Mexico
and many Central American
countries value some species of
Leucaena as a tree for “livestock
feed, reforestation, soil regeneration and fuel wood”
and certain populations eat seeds of
some varieties.
Not all species are
useful as food for
humans or animals.
Jack Patterson and
George Stevenson
state a unique warning in their book Native Trees of the
Bahamas “…originally introduced
as fodder for horses – but it makes
their tails drop off.” Fair warning!
In nature, this “weed tree” usually
grows relatively straight, has very
little taper and the leaves and seed
pods are large. Because of these
attributes, it is often ignored as a
potential bonsai.
PAG E

12

TROPICAL MIMOSA
AS BONSAI

The scientific name is a little difficult to pronounce so we often
call Leucaena “tropical mimosa.”
Wild trees are rarely good subjects and are difficult
to collect. However,
Leucaena can make a
good bonsai (especially shohin) when
grown from seed. It
is fast growing and
quick to develop.
The aged look of the
trunk appears early.
LOCATION , WATER
AND FERTILIZER

Although they will grow just
about anywhere, Leucaena prefers
full sun, so give it at least half day.
You will have best results with leaf
reduction when grown in the sun.
It prefers to be moist but will tolerate drying out a little. It is
FLORIDA BONSAI

Joy of Bonsai
BY MIKE SULLIVAN

W

as it worth leaving the house at 4 a.m. on a foggy
Saturday morning to reach the Joy of Bonsai weekend
in Bunnell? Take a look – great demos, beautiful
exhibit and fun, exciting speakers. Sean Smith was the
headliner and did a workshop creating shohin-sized tokonomas. Sean
is recognized internationally as one of the finest diaza carvers outside
of Japan. His meticulous attention to detail was evident in this event.
Also on the bill this busy
weekend was José Luis
Rodriguez Macías giving
the attendees a preview of the
upcoming convention highlight of
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silk carving. Also on the bill
Mike Cartrett and Mike
Rogers demonstrating their
bonsai styling and carving skills.
Great job everyone! J

FLORIDA BONSAI

Bonsai at the Grove
BY STEVE GALE

B

onsai at the Grove was a great time for every level of
bonsai enthusiasts from experienced artists to total
beginners. It was a 2-day event, but my wife, Mindy
and I went just for the day on Saturday. Wigert’s nursery has a myriad
of great starting material over a broad spectrum of species at different
stages of development. The focus of this event was on the demonstrations and workshops, not tree and supply sales, but of course they were
happy to help and we brought home a fukien tea, a black olive and a
tamarind. Among our purchases were also some much needed supplies.
We met a lot of interesting people who are members of several of the
bonsai societies on the Gulf Coast and had some lively discussions
and heard some new ideas about styling and use of insecticides
and fertilizers.

Saturday morning started with a
carving demonstration by Adam
Lavigne. Adam worked on a buttonwood with an 8˝ trunk. He
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used a chain saw and a 5˝ angle
grinder with a special chain saw
blade. It was amazing to see this
large specimen that started with
no dead wood on it, transformed
in under an hour to what looked
like natural driftwood. A little
time to develop and style the living parts and some lime sulfur on
the carved areas and it will be
magnificent. The demonstration
tree was placed on a raffle table
along with all other demonstration trees styled during the weekend. While this demonstration
was going on, Pedro Morales was
conducting a “Bring Your Own
Tree” Workshop in Wigert’s classFLORIDA BONSAI

Bonsai Styles – A Primer
By James Smith

S

ometimes even experienced bonsai stylists can be
uncertain about how to classify a tree with contradictory
features. Is it an Informal Upright or a Slanted Trunk?
A Cascade or a Semi-Cascade?

All bonsai styles are named after
their most outstanding feature.
Some have more than one outstanding feature, such as a cascading driftwood style or
windswept slanted
trunk. Here is a simple method for sorting out one style
from another: It’s all
about the trunk line.
Focus on the movement of the tree and
you can’t go wrong.
TRUNK LINE S

The basic bonsai styles are
based on five trunk lines:
Two are straight and three
are curved.
The straight trunk can be
vertical, with the apex
directly over the base of
the trunk as in the Formal
Upright style (Figure 1), or
it can be slanted to one
PAG E
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Figure 1

side, with the apex
distinctly to one side,
as in the Slanted Trunk
style (Figure 2).

Figure 2

The curved trunk can
meander slightly or
twist like a snake. It
can be vertical,
with the apex
centered
over the
Figure 3
base of the
trunk as in the
classical
Informal Upright
(Figure 3), or it can
be angled, as in the
Slanted Trunk style (Figure 4).
Sometimes it can be extremely
curved, as in the classical
Formal Cascade style. Pay
close attention to the
line of the trunk, and it
will guide you to the
best classification
Figure 4
for each tree.
FLORIDA BONSAI

Asian Festival in Sarasota
By Sho Fu Bonsai Society

T

he third annual Asian Cultural Festival was a success
for everyone – Marie Selby Botanical Gardens and Sho Fu
Bonsai Society of Sarasota, Florida.

The rain that came late Saturday
didn’t spoil a thing. As a matter of
fact, it was fun huddling under the
tents with fellow members and
friends, and the bonus – we didn’t
have to water the bonsai!
Timmie Stewart, Miriam Berninger
and Lois Bennett did a wonderful
job selecting exhibit trees. Their
tree arrangment was perfect for
optimal viewing. Our first Shohin
exhibit was a popular addition, as
was the education table.

The demo area was very well
attended due to the efforts of Hal
Mahoney, Alberto Cruz, Mike
Knowlton and Erik Wigert (opposite right). Their demonstrations
attracted a lot of people who all
went away with a good understanding of many aspects of bonsai.
I think the excellent demos and
exhibit encouraged many people
to buy something in our sales area
because Sho Fu enjoyed recordbreaking sales.
Of course, the
exhibit is always the
feature of the weekend and it impressed
many visitors. I
enjoyed listening to
their comments,
especially right after
Alberto’s critiques
(pictured). The
responses I heard
were validation that
bonsai is truly
regarded as living art.
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Bonsai Styles
The five basic bonsai styles:
Formal Upright
Informal Upright
Slanting
Semi-Cascade
Cascade

Orlando, Florida

POT SALE!!!
BELOW WHOLESALE!!!

Chokkan
Tachiki
or Moyogi
Shakan
Han Kengai
Kengai

Variations on the five basic styles:
Broom, Weeping, Windswept,
Bunjin or Literati, Twisted Trunk,
Driftwood, Root-Over-Rock,
Multiple Trunk, Multiple Tree
or Forest.–MS
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MIKE CARTRETT
Lectures, Demonstrations, Workshops,
Private Sessions, Bonsai Redesign,
Repotting, Maintenance, and Sales
YO U R S O U R C E F O R T R O P I C A L I N F O R M AT I O N .

B.S. in Horticulture,
Over thirty years as a nursery owner.
561.586.2541

OR cartrettm@bellsouth.net
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AACare
Manual
andand
Guide
for Florida’
s Tropical
Care
Manual
Guide
for Florida’s
Bonsai
Growe
rs
Tropical
Bonsai
Growers

Tropical
Tropical Green
Green Sheets
Sheets

•z Over
Over 200
200pages
pagescovering
covering127
127 species
species
•z Appendices
Appendices with
with articles
articles covering repotting,
repotting,
watering, etc.
and Tidbits
Tidbits picked
picked up along with
the way
•z Tips
Tips and
way
•z Photographs of individual
individual species
Tropical Gallery
Gallery of finished bonsai from
from various
•z A Tropical
various
bonsaifrom
artists
from
South Florida.
bonsai artists
South
Florida.

Go
to order.
order.
Go to www.gulfstreambonsai.org
www.gulfstreambonsai.org to
92
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For those who remember the Ranch Nursery, we’re back…
After a brief hiatus of twenty years or so, Clif Pottberg has opened his
nursery again. Material has continued growing and developing its
potential through the years, though, from shohin to huge sizes.














Azaleas: satsuki, kurume, southern indica, and others
with root spreads up to 9”
Chinese quince, muscled bases up to 8”, root spreads to 12”
Crape myrtle, good tapered trunks to 12”, root spreads to 18”
Hornbeams with root spreads to 24”
Junipers: foemina, shimpaku and
J. procumbens nana, trained uprights to 38”, cascades to 40”
Podocarpus with tapered bases up to 16”
Sageretia with trunk bases up to 7”
Trident maples with root spreads up to 24”, trunks to 15”
Zelkova with well branched root systems
Much more, including little gems of many varieties
And featuring the sizeable collection of fine old Tokoname ware
from Marian Borchers, for your best trees

Ongoing event schedule: classes, workshops, open houses, discussions
30 miles north of Tampa on I-75
Call or email for information, then come and join the fun.
open by appointment & most Sundays from 12 on

18700 Lake Iola Road, Dade City, Florida
www.Pasiminan.com

352-424-6000
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A Bonsai Essential
A word that bonsai artists should always remember – taper. A bonsai
tree needs this essential design element to become a show quality tree.
Your tree needs taper from the base as it emerges from the soil to the
apex. Each branch should taper from the trunk juncture to the tip.–MS

Dragon
Tree Bonsai
L A R G E S P E C I M E N T R E E S AVA I L A B L E
ROBERT PINDER
3663 S.W. Honey Terrace, Palm City, FL 34990
(772) 418-7079 email dragontree@bellsouth.net
Right Next to Turnpike Exit #133 in Palm City
We are proud to supply the large Podocarpus and Ficus microcarpa
for the BSF 2008 Convention workshops. Please come join us at
our study group meeting held on the second Sunday of every month.
Time: 10–1 at Dragon Tree. We’re looking forward to having you visit.
84
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BONSAI
BONSAILECTURES
LECTURES&&WORKSHOPS
WORKSHOPS
with
withJim
JimDoyle
Doyle

1451 PLEASANT HILL ROAD
1451 PLEASANT HI LL ROAD
HARRISBURG, PA 17112
HARRISBURG, PA 17112
717-545-4555 PHONE & FAX
717-545-4555 PHONE & FAX
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Extensive
Extensiveline
lineofofJAPANESE
JAPANESE TOOLS
TOOLS
FLEXCUT
FLEXCUTCARVING
CARVI NGTOOLS
TOOLS
Select
POTS
from
U.S.,
Select
POTS
from
US,Europe,
Europe, Japan
Japan
Horst
Heinzlreiter
Horst Heinzlreiter
Jim
JimBarrett
Barrett
Your
source
forfor
the
Your
source
theshohin
shohinbook:
book:
THE
MODERN
BONSAI
THE MODERN BONSAI
www.natureswaybonsai.com
www.natureswaybonsai.com
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Jupiter Bonsai

Above, Proprietor Allen Carver and wife Leah with two of his creations, a bonsai and his beautiful daughter, Ella!

Bonsai, Pre-Bonsai, Nursery Stock,
Stands, Tools, Pots, Soil, Wire
Everything for your bonsai needs!
Call

5 6 1 . 6 2 8 . 6 3 9 2 for information
WHOLESALE TO THE TRADE

Retail, Demonstrations and Workshops
for Bonsai Clubs by Appointment Only.
visit our website: www.jupiterbonsai.com
83
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FAR EAST
STATUARY

MELBOURNE, FL

321.403.1245

FINE
GRANITE
CARVINGS

Bunjin or Literati
Bunjin-gi bonsai can be created
using any of the five basic bonsai
styles. It should appear tall, slender and spare. There should be
changes in direction and relatively
few branches in the top third of
the tree. It should appear graceful
yet dramatic. Bunjin-gi is a difficult bonsai style to master. It is
reminescent of a brush stroke of
calligraphy. Bunjin should show
a freedom of style, yet to the
knowing eye, it should convey a
restrained sophistication.–MS
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Wigert’s Mango Grove & Nursery
Bonsai, Pre-bonsai, Pots, Tools, Supplies, Classes
Your source for quality tropical material.
15857 Quail Trail
Bokeelia, Florida 33922
239.896.5549 • 239.283.2910
wigertsbonsai@earthlink.net
82
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Bonsai by Dura-Stone
Dura-Stone Nursery was started as a wholesale nursery specializing in landscape plants, cacti and
bonsai. As the demand for bonsai and prebonsai increased we decided to discontinue the landscape
and cactus plants.
We are now a full-service
bonsai nursery specializing in
tropical plants. We carry several
lines of bonsai pots, tools, wire
and soil. Our prebonsai are all
trained for bonsai with low
branches and heavy trunks.

The finished bonsai are in all
sizes from mame to very large.
The nursery is open
to the public Mon–Fri
from 8 am to 5 pm
or by appointment.
The nursery is open to the public
the fourth Sunday of each
month, weather permitting, for a free workshop. You may bring your own plants, purchase from the
nursery or just come to visit. Jim Smith, Jim Van Landingham, Doug Smith or one of the other regular
visitors is always willing to help you.
We wholesale to bonsai dealers throughout the country and internationally;
we will ship any way you choose.

Dura-Stone Nursery
304 Old Dixie S.W., Vero Beach, FL
email: jamess@gate.net or visit us at: www.jimsmithbonsai.com
83
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BSF Membership
Individuals acquire BSF membership as members of a local affiliated club. Other memberships include:
Member-At-Large, Member Organization-At-Large, Donor Membership, or Special Life Membership.
For membership information contact Carol Partelow, Membership Chair,
35 Eastwood Drive, Palm Coast, FL 32164-6157. eMail: gpartelow1@cfl.rr.com
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Florida Bonsai Publications
A black and white printed version of the magazine is provided to members of the Bonsai Societies of Florida. A
sampling is also available to the public in full-color by downloading from the BSF website: http://www.bonsai-bsf.com/magazine/
The full-color screen version of the publication is in “pdf” format. Be sure you have the most current version of
Adobe Reader. Adobe Reader software is free and available at www.adobe.com.

PHOTO AND ILLUSTRATION CREDITS
Cover, Pages 12–15: Mary Miller; Page 2: Ronn Miller; Pages 5: Louise Leister;
Pages 6–11: Adam Lavigne; Page 15 (upper left and right): Benn Liss; Pages 16–17: Mike Sullivan;
Pages 20–23: Steve Gale; Page 26–31: Jim Smith; Pages 32-33: Sho Fu Bonsai Society.
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trustee@hukyubonsai.com

DISTRICT 6

Rita Rosenberg

gpartelow1@cfl.rr.com
PUBLICATIONS

Mike Sullivan
jsulliii@aol.com

SCHOLARSHIP

Louise Leister

mysecretbonsai@bellsouth.net

riritobyrose@aol.com

SPEAKERS BUREAU

Dorothy Schmitz
erniesbonsai@earthlink.net

DISTRICT 7

DISTRICT 8

M AY 2 0 0 8

Ben Liss
bonsaibliss13@aol.com

David Baruch
davidbaru@aol.com

WEBSITE

Henning Glatter-Gotz
henning@glatter-gotz.com

MORIKAMI

Vladimir Foursa
scorpbug@aol.com
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Florida Bonsai Subscription ForM
Florida Bonsai is published by the Bonsai Societies of Florida (BSF) four times a year. If you
would like to subscribe to Florida Bonsai for $15 a year, please complete the following form.
For international subscribers, please send info requests to bsf.magazine@gmail.com (the cost
will be $15 plus applicable postage).

NAME

STREET ADDRESS

CITY, STATE, ZIP

TELEPHONE NUMBER

EMAIL ADDRESS

AFFILIATION

DATE

AMOUNT ENCLOSED

Make check payable to Bonsai Societies of Florida and mail to:
Bonsai Societies of Florida Subscription,
c/o BSF Membership, P.O. Box 2058, Jupiter, FL 33468-2058
PAG E

48

FLORIDA BONSAI

JOIN US FOR THE

Bonsai Societies of Florida
35th Annual Convention
JUNE 6TH – JUNE 9TH 2008
AT T H E

R A D I S S O N H O T E L & R E S O R T, C A P E C A N AV E R A L

F O R R E S E RVAT I O N S :

(321) 784-0000,

MENTION BSF

2008

CONVENTION

F E A T U R I N G T A I WA N E S E M A S T E R

Cheng Cheng-Kung

IN TWO FULL - DAY WORKSHOPS

&

ONE HALF - DAY WORKSHOP

WO R K S H O P S & D E M O N S T R AT I O N S W I T H

Gustavo Bures, Toby Diaz, Mike Rogers,
Sean Smith & Ed Trout
A L S O F E AT U R I N G O U R 2 0 0 7 S C H O L A R S H I P W I N N E R S :

Allen Carver & Erik Wigert
To download our application form:
www.bonsai-bsf.com/ events/2008/convention
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