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weekly convention meetings had
the events of both 2008 and 2009
on our agenda, trying to make

sure all was ready
after the completion
of 2008. You will find
a new updated flyer
for the 2009 conven-
tion in this issue of
Florida Bonsai. I
think you will be

happy with the convention and
artists we have scheduled for this
event. Hurry and register before
these workshops are sold out! The
trees are fantastic and the work-
shops will fill up quickly! I will see
you all at “Bonsai Through the Years
BSF 2009.”

Originally, I believe the reason for
conventions was to bring talent
into Florida from all over the

Our 2008 convention was just
recently completed and already I
have to introduce you to the 2009
convention, sched-
uled for March
2009. A few changes
were made to help
bring the convention
in line with less over-
head. These changes
were done with the
membership in mind and so as
not to change the quality of learn-
ing at the event. I know with the
price of fuel and the economy
being what it is, everyone is plan-
ning their events more closely and
watching how they spend their
money. We wanted to give the
membership ample time to plan
their events so we made sure we
were immediately ready for the
2009 convention. Many of our

A Message from the Presidenu

n each issue of Florida Bonsai I write the members 
and subscribers a letter updating them on Florida 

Bonsai events. I try to bring you new information and 
then a basic overview of our past events. As I look at each let-

ter during the year I see it as a calendar, a reminder of the wonderful
events we bring to the membership each year. I also see how fast time
flies and how little time we have between events. This letter does so
even more profoundly then the others in past issues. 

II
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s I write this Autumn editorial, we are watching the 
storm season heat up once again. My wish is that we 
all get through another hurricane season with no 

disastrous storms and healthy bonsai trees. 

We completed another annual
convention. This year’s event was
in Cape Canaveral, and while not
a record turnout, it did turn out to
be a successful endeavor. Our
speakers were first
class, the demonstra-
tion material beauti-
ful and the
workshops were
amazing. If you didn’t
take advantage, then
you really missed out.

Whether on a local or
statewide level there are always
problems when working with each
other. Personalities don’t always
mesh, as individuals have as many
ideas on how things should run as
there are bonsai trees in the world. 

I believe that the core group of
board members who work so dili-
gently throughout the year to
make this annual event a success
deserve a special recognition. 
I spoke with many people

throughout the event who were
impressed, pleased, and anxious
to see what was in store next year.
There is such positive vibe about
our upcoming convention in

Orlando 2009. I
think everyone in
Florida will be sur-
prised with the level
of material and pro-
grams in store. 

A special thanks to
all of our contribu-
tors, but especially

Erik Wigert for his informative
article on Campeche, a great new
bonsai specimen from Puerto
Rico. Also, Chris Johnson’s article
on tool sharpening is a must read
for all bonsai enthusiasts. 

As always we are eager to promote
new authors, so submit your arti-
cles to Florida Bonsai, we are
always pleased to print your ideas
and thoughts. �

A Message from the Editor

AA
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Florida Bonsai Writer’s Guidelines

SF is looking for thoroughly researched, well-written 
articles. Do you have a bonsai story to tell? A bonsai-

related experience to share? A peculiar pest problem? 
Success with a plant that not many are using for bonsai?

You do not have to be a professional writer to share your bonsai article
with Florida Bonsai readers.

Before you spend hours on an
article, please send an email to the
editor telling your idea and
include a brief outline of what you
have in mind. Submissions are
accepted in print or via email.

Be sure to include information
about yourself with particular
regard to your bonsai skill level
and qualifications in the subject
area of your submission. 

ARTWORK

Do you have a good bonsai photo-
graph or illustration? – with or
without a story. It may fit in
someone else’s article or serve as a
filler on its own.

Be sure to include your name and
all information about the tree –
species, owner, where the photo
taken and any other details you
may have.�

Many of our subscribers have
asked if they must live in Florida
to submit articles. The answer is…
absolutely not. However, the arti-
cles should reference trees most
familiar to Floridians. If you’ve
had success with sub-tropical,
tropical or Florida temperate
trees anywhere, let us hear
from you! 

WRITERS

There are no restrictions on arti-
cle length. Short, concise articles
are always welcome. Any article
describing a problem must end
with a resolution. 

Before submitting articles, con-
sider asking a friend to read your
article for content, grammar and
spelling. Not comfortable with
your writing ability? Do not
worry, all articles are edited prior
to publication. 

BB
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axodiomyia 
cupressiananassa or 

Cypress twig gall midge.
What is this strange

thing growing on my bald cypress?
I’ll tell you! They are galls that
develop from leaf or bud tissue
and are large oval masses with a
spongy appearance. They resemble the bald cypress cones that produce
seeds in shape and color, but they are not cones. When they are newly
developed the buds are light green to white in color and appear as small
elongated swelling on the leaflets, as they mature they turn brown and
cause the leaf tips to brown which is unsightly. 

These galls are usually about
20mm or 0.79˝ long and may
cause the branches to droop from
there weight. As the flies mature,
they emerge from the galls to
begin the second generation. The
second generation begins during
late July in north Florida. One to
two generations per year are 

possible if they are not removed
at first sight on infestation. Once
these appear on the leaf tips they
should be removed and destroyed
to prevent a second infestation to
the trees. 

Adults emerge in the spring, and
females lay eggs on developing
leaves. There are approximately
15 yellow – orange maggots resid-
ing in each cell within the gall.
Gall size is directly related to the
number of flies that emerge from
the gall, larger galls produce more
flies. These larvae over-winter
within the gall, because of this
problem they need to be removed

Strange Growth on Bald Cypress

TT
BY LOUISE  LE ISTER
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Campeche – A Tropical Specimen with Potential

Common Names: Bloodwood
Tree, Campeche, Campechier,
Campechy Wood, Logwood,
Logwood Casha, Palo Campeche,

aematoxylum campechianum or the generic name 
Haematoxylum (often spelled Haematoxylon) 

means bloodwood, referring to the dark red heartwood. 
The specific epithet campechianum refers to the

coastal city of Campeche on the Yucatan Peninsula, an important
source of the valuable heartwood.

Palo De Tinta, Palo Negro, Spiny
Tree, Tinta. For the purpose of
this article we will hereafter refer
to Haematoxylum campechianum 

as ‘Campeche.’

Once again I was intro-
duced to a new species of
plant while visiting friends
in Puerto Rico. It was 2006
I believe, while I was trav-
eling with Toby Diaz and
Hector Morales, visiting
Hector Ruiz. We were
doing some collecting in
the countryside of Puerto
Rico. Hector had men-
tioned the Campeche, a
tree that ‘bled’ and had
very hard wood, but I had
not seen it yet. As we
pulled off the main road,
we traveled along a winding

BY ERIK WIGERT

HH

Campeche in nature with full canopy 

which is light and airy in appearance.
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Sharpening Flat-Bladed Bonsai Tools

BY CHRIS  JOHNSON

TT he care and sharpening of good bonsai tools is of 
paramount importance. Dull blades tear plant tissues, 

making healing difficult. Dirty, rusty blades carry pathogens 
from tree to tree, spreading what may have been contained

otherwise. Tools in poor condition subject you to ridicule and derision
and the embarrassment of that look your sensei gives you.

To truly sharpen your flat-bladed
tools, I recommend investing in
some Japanese water stones.
These come in a variety of sizes
and hardnesses. True to their
name, they should be soaked in
water for at least ten minutes
prior to working with them. In
the photo below right, you may
see (from left to right) an
adjustable base support, a lap
stone, a coarse Japanese water
stone (240 grit), a combination
stone from Joshua Roth

(280/1500), and a combination
stone (800/4000). All these items
and more are available from
Woodcraft® (www.woodcraft.com). 
I use four stones in succession,
240, 800, 1500, and 4000.
Woodcraft also sells an 8000 grit
polishing stone.

In order for your tools to be sharp-
ened effectively, your sharpening
stones must be perfectly flat. The
only way to do this is with the lap
stone, which is far harder than
your hardest stone and yet coarse

Water stones soaking prior to use. Variety of water stones with adjustable stone holder.
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valuable information on styling,
grafting and carving techniques.

In this photo essay we will try to
illustrate some of the information
disseminated over the weekend.

heng Kung Cheng 
was the headliner for the 

35th Annual BSF  
Convention in Cape

Canaveral. This was a weekend
packed with workshops, demon-
strations and remarkable speakers.

Those members that took advan-
tage of this weekend benefitted
from the patient instruction and
lessons taught to us all by
Mr. Cheng. He shared his 

CC
Si Daio – BSF 2008
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Epcot Flower and Garden Festival

or the past 15 years the Bonsai Societies of 
Florida has participated in the Epcot Flower 

and Garden Festival by providing high quality and 
beautiful Bonsai. Each year the number of entries increases

and the number of first-time exhibitors is at an all time high. Because of
bonsai artists like you, BSF in cooperation with Walt Disney World puts
on a world-class bonsai exhibit that nearly 2 million people will enjoy.

By Paul  P ikel

FF
I would like to extend an invita-
tion to all of the bonsai artists
around the state of Florida to sub-
mit photographs of their trees for
consideration to be an exhibitor in
the 2009 exhibit. The exhibit will
go for a 10 full weeks, beginning
March 18 and ending on May 31,
2009. This is the perfect opportu-
nity to display your hard work and
passion, and will help increase the
exposure of bonsai to new groups
of people that may not have the
opportunity to experience it any
other way.

In return you will have the satis-
faction of being part of select
group of artists who have had the
honor of displaying their tree at
such a grand and unusual venue.
In 2008 we had another year of
high quality trees to exhibit. Out
of the 20 exhibitors this year, 20%

were first-time exhibitors! So
what are you waiting for? Grab
your camera and click those pic-
tures of your finest Bonsai trees.

Although we faced some chal-
lenges and situations that we had
not experienced in the past, the
Epcot Committee will work with
Disney in the coming months to
ensure the safety and security of
the trees while on loan to the
park. We want to be sure that
while these treasured trees are 
out for the world to see, attendees
are only taking home pictures. 

Finally I want to thank everyone
who contributed to the success 
of the 2008 Epcot and Flower &
Garden Festival Bonsai display.
I will be counting on you to lend 
a hand for the upcoming festival
as well. �
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2009 Epcot Exhibit Application

NAME OF EXHIBITOR

STREET ADDRESS

CITY, STATE & ZIP

HOME PHONE CELL PHONE

E-MAIL ADDRESS AGE (if under 18)

STYLE OF TREE: � FORMAL UPRIGHT     � INFORMAL UPRIGHT       � SLANT           � SEMI-CASCADE

� CASCADE         �PENJING           �OTHER: 

TREE DIMENSIONS:
HEIGHT (include pot) WIDTH (side to side) DEPTH (front to back) WEIGHT (approximate)

NAMEPLATE INFO:
BOTANICAL NAME COMMON NAME

ESTIMATED AGE OF TREE YEARS IN TRAINING

CONTAINER INFORMATION:
HEIGHT (foot to rim) WIDTH DEPTH COLOR

INSURANCE VALUES:
ESTIMATED VALUE OF TREE ESTIMATED VALUE OF POT OR SLAB

DISPLAY LOCATION (REQUIRED) CHECK ONE OR PRIORITIZE AS 1 OR 2: � FULL SUN       �PARTIAL SHADE

(NOTE: all locations are separated from public access.)

MAIL TO:  PAUL PIKEL ,  9620 Myrtle Creek Lane, Orlando, FL 32832
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Summary of Epcot Application 

Requirements and Information:

1 . Disney and BSF have st ipulated the

minimum heights  (pot  and tree)  of

the two tree categor ies .  Large trees

must  not  be less  than 30 .̋  Smal ler

trees must  not  be less  than 15 .̋  These

height  requirements  are adhered to

str ict ly.  For  2009,  a  maximum of

5 smal ler  t rees  wi l l  be se lected and

up to 21 large trees  wi l l  be se lected.

Addit ional ly  9  penj ing sty le  t rees  wi l l

be se lected.  A tota l  of  30 trees wi l l

be accepted.

2 . I f  more than one tree is  proposed,

copy and complete one appl icat ion

form for  each tree.  

3. All trees must be anchored (i.e., wired or

t ied securely)  into the pot  by the

owner.  D isney wi l l  secure each tree by

the pot  to  i ts  stand or  rest ing area.  

4. Color  photographs (3˝x 5˝ minimum)

of  a l l  t ree(s)  proposed are required.  

I f  you have 8˝x 10˝ photos ,  even

better.  As ide from form,  s ize and

var iety these photos provide the

main information for  se lect ing a  t ree.

Tree images should “f i l l  the f rame” of

the photograph,  be in  focus and true

in color,  and l ight  contrast  behind the

trees is  a  must .  

5. The EPCOT F lower and Garden Fest ival

wi l l  be run for  75  days f rom

March 18– May 31 ,  2009.  Speci f ic  infor-

mation regarding the set  up and

str ike dates  and t imes wi l l  be for-

warded to the selected appl icants .

6. Disney provides hotel  reservat ions for

out  of  town exhibi tors  whi le  at  Epcot ,

i .e. ,  one night  each for  del iver ing and

pick ing up bonsai .  A  meal  a l lowance 

is  provided for  each exhibi tor  and

expenses are a l lowed for  car  mi leage.

Tra i ler  rental  expenses are covered,  

so pool ing for  t ransportat ion should

be considered.  Appropr iate receipts

must  support  a l l  expenses .  More

detai ls  of  th is  wi l l  be provided later.

7. Disney wi l l  provide two (any s ingle

park)  t ickets  val id  for  one year  for

selected appl icants  ( two t ickets  per

fami ly  maximum).

8. Send your  appl icat ion and photos 

to  Paul  P ikel ,  Chair  BSF/EPCOT

Coordinat ion Committee,  9620 Myrt le

Creek Lane;  Or lando,  FL  32832 ,  before

December 31 ,  2008.  For  information

Emai l :  paul@orlandobonsai .com

9. This  is  a  Disney program, and subject

to change at  any t ime.
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92
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M I K E C A R T R E T T

Lectures, Demonstrations, Workshops, 

Private Sessions, Bonsai Redesign, 

Repotting, Maintenance, and Sales 

YOUR SOURCE FOR TROPICAL INFORMATION.

B.S. in Horticulture,

Over thirty years as a nursery owner.

561.586.2541 OR   cartrettm@bellsouth.net 
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�� Over 200 pages covering 127 species
�� Appendices with articles covering repotting,

watering, etc.
�� Tips and Tidbits picked up along the way
�� Photographs of individual species
�� A Tropical Gallery of finished bonsai from

various bonsai artists from South Florida.

A Care Manual and Guide for Florida’s Tropical
Bonsai Growers

Tropical Green Sheets

Go to www.gulfstreambonsai.org to order.

92
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Orlando, Florida

POT SALE!!!
BELOW WHOLESALE!!!

A Care Manual and Guide for 
Florida’s Tropical Bonsai Growers

Tropical Green Sheets
• Over 200 pages covering 127 species
• Appendices with articles covering 

repotting, watering, etc.
• Tips and Tidbits picked up along with way
• Photographs of individual species
• A Tropical Gallery of finished bonsai from various 

bonsai artists from South Florida.

Go to www.bonsai-bsf.com/store/ to order.

Bonsai Shapes

Five basic bonsai shapes:

Basic Pine shape Matsu-zukuri
Broom shape Hoki-zukuri
Candle Flame shape Tama-zukuri
Umbrella shape Kasa-zukuri

Variations on the five basic shapes
can be applied to the five basic
bonsai styles of Chokkan, Moyogi,
Shakan, Han Kengai and Kengai.
It is important to remember these
basics when styling your trees. A
cohensive styling makes for a visu-
ally pleasing design. �
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For those who remember the Ranch Nursery, we’re back… 
 
After a brief hiatus of twenty years or so, Clif Pottberg has opened his 
nursery again.  Material has continued growing and developing its 
potential through the years, though, from shohin to huge sizes. 
 

 Azaleas: satsuki, kurume, southern indica, and others 
 with root spreads up to 9” 
 Chinese quince, muscled bases up to 8”, root spreads to 12” 
 Crape myrtle, good tapered trunks to 12”, root spreads to 18”  
 Hornbeams with root spreads to 24” 
 Junipers: foemina, shimpaku and 
 J. procumbens nana, trained uprights to 38”, cascades to 40” 
 Podocarpus with tapered bases up to 16” 
 Sageretia with trunk bases up to 7” 
 Trident maples with root spreads up to 24”, trunks to 15”   
 Zelkova with well branched root systems  
 Much more, including little gems of many varieties 
 And featuring the sizeable collection of fine old Tokoname ware 

from Marian Borchers, for your best trees 
 

Ongoing event schedule: classes, workshops, open houses, discussions 
 

30 miles north of Tampa on I-75  
Call or email for information, then come and join the fun. 

open by appointment & most Sundays from 12 on 
 
 

18700 Lake Iola Road, Dade City, Florida  
www.Pasiminan.com 

352- 424- 6000 
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Dragon Tree Bonsai 
L A R G E  S P E C I M E N  T R E E S  A V A I L A B L E

ROBERT PINDER
3663 S.W. Honey Terrace, Palm City, FL 34990 

(772) 418-7079  email dragontree@bellsouth.net 
Right Next to Turnpike Exit #133 in Palm City

We are proud to supply the large Podocarpus and Ficus microcarpa 
for the BSF 2008 Convention workshops. Please come join us at
our study group meeting held on the second Sunday of every month. 
Time: 10–1 at Dragon Tree. We’re looking forward to having you visit.

  
1451 PLEASANT HILL ROAD  
HARRISBURG, PA  17112  
717-545-4555 PHONE & FAX 

 
BONSA I LECTURES &  WORKSHOPS 

with Jim Doyle 
 

Extensive line of JAPANESE TOOLS 
FLEXCUT CARVING TOOLS 

Select POTS from US, Europe, Japan 
Horst Heinzlreiter 

Jim Barrett 
Your source for the shohin book:  

THE MODERN BONSA I 
 

www.natureswaybonsai.com 
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BONSAI LECTURES & WORKSHOPS
with Jim Doyle

Extensive line of JAPANESE TOOLS
FLEXCUT CARVING TOOLS

Select POTS from U.S., Europe, Japan
Horst Heinzlreiter

Jim Barrett
Your source for the shohin book:

THE MODERN BONSAI

www.natureswaybonsai.com

1451 PLEASANT HILL ROAD
HARRISBURG, PA 17112

717-545-4555 PHONE & FAX

Your advertisement can appear in this space.
For more information contact 

BSF.treasure@gmail.com for pricing and schedules. 
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Jupiter Bonsai

Bonsai, Pre-Bonsai, 
Nursery Stock, 

Stands, Tools, Pots, Soil, Wire

Everything for your bonsai needs!

Call 5 6 1 . 6 2 8 . 6 3 9 2 for information

W H O L E S A L E T O T H E T R A D E

Retail, Demonstrations and Workshops 
for Bonsai Clubs by Appointment Only.

visit our website: www.jupiterbonsai.com

83
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Wigert’s 
Mango  Grove 

& Nursery

Bonsai, 
Pre-bonsai, 
Pots, Tools, 

Supplies, Classes

Your source for quality
tropical material.

15857 Quail Trail
Bokeelia, Florida 33922

239.896.5549 • 239.283.2910
wigertsbonsai@embarqmail.com

92
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FAR EAST
STATUARY
MELBOURNE, FL

321.403.1245

FINE
GRANITE

CARVINGS

83
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Bonsai by Dura-Stone

Dura-Stone Nursery was started as a wholesale nursery specializing in landscape plants, cacti and

bonsai. As the demand for bonsai and prebonsai increased we decided to discontinue the landscape

and cactus plants.

We are now a full-service 

bonsai nursery special izing in

tropical plants. We carry several

lines of bonsai pots, tools, wire

and soil. Our prebonsai are all

trained for bonsai with low

branches and heavy trunks. 

The finished bonsai are in all 

sizes from mame to very large.

The nursery is open 

to the public Mon–Fri

from 8 am to 5 pm 

or by appointment.

The nursery is open to the public

the fourth Sunday of each

month, weather permitting, for a free workshop. You may bring your own plants, purchase from the

nursery or just come to visit. Jim Smith, Jim Van Landingham, Doug Smith or one of the other regular

visitors is always willing to help you.

We wholesale to bonsai dealers throughout the country and internationally. 

We will ship any way you choose.

Dura-Stone Nursery
304 Old Dixie S.W., Vero Beach, FL

email: jamess@gate.net or visit us at: www.jimsmithbonsai.com

83
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BSF Membership

Individuals acquire BSF membership as members of a local affiliated club. Other 

memberships include: Member-At-Large, Member Organization-At-Large, Donor

Membership, or Special Life Membership.

For membership information contact Carol Partelow, Membership Chair, 

35 Eastwood Drive, Palm Coast, FL 32164-6157.    eMail: gpartelow1@cfl.rr.com

PHOTO AND ILLUSTRATION CREDITS

Cover, Pages 6, 8–9, 28, 30–31, 33–35: Louise Leister; Page 2: Ronn Miller; 
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Page 18–21: Chris Johnson; Pages 24-27: Dorothy Schmitz
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Florida Bonsai Publications

A black and white printed version of the magazine is provided to members of the Bonsai Societies of

Florida. A sampling is also available to the public in full-color by  down loading from the BSF website: 

http://www.bonsai-bsf.com/magazine/

The full-color screen version of the publication is in “pdf” format. Be sure you have the most current 

version of Adobe Reader. Adobe Reader software is free and available at www.adobe.com.
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OFFICERS
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2ND VICE PRESIDENT Charles Michelson cmarch9976@aol.com

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY Narelle Robbins bsf.corresponding@gmail.com

RECORDING SECRETARY Carol McKinney ctmckinney@aol.com

TREASURER Henry Robbins bsf.treasurer@gmail.com

PAST PRESIDENT Gene Callahan dcal104@earthlink.net

TRUSTEE S

DISTRICT 1 Lynn Fabian
elfabian@cox.net

DISTRICT 2 Virginia Wager
jpdolls2000@aol.com

DISTRICT 3 Virginia Wager
jpdolls2000@aol.com

DISTRICT 4 Ronn Miller
rmiller853@cfl.rr.com

DISTRICT 5 Esther Searfoss
trustee@hukyubonsai.com

DISTRICT 6 Rita Rosenberg
riritobyrose@aol.com

DISTRICT 7 Dorothy Schmitz
erniesbonsai@earthlink.net

DISTRICT 8 Ben Liss
bonsaibliss13@aol.com

COMMIT TEE S

ARCHIVES Glenn Partelow
gpartelow1@cfl.rr.com

CONVENTION 2009 Henry Robbins
bsf.treasurer@gmail.com

EDUCATION Glenn Partelow
gpartelow1@cfl.rr.com

EPCOT/BSF Paul Pikel
paul@orlandobonsai.com

MEMBERSHIP Carol Partelow
gpartelow1@cfl.rr.com

PUBLICATIONS Mike Sullivan
jsulliii@aol.com

SCHOLARSHIP Louise Leister
mysecretbonsai@bellsouth.net

SPEAKERS BUREAU David Baruch
davidbaru@aol.com

WEBSITE Henning Glatter-Gotz
henning@glatter-gotz.com

Bonsai Societies of Florida



Florida Bonsai Subscription ForM

F lor ida  Bonsa i  i s  publ i shed by the  Bonsa i  Soc iet ies  of  F lor ida  (BSF)  four  t imes  a

year.  I f  you would  l ike  to  subscr ibe  to  F lor ida  Bonsa i  for  $15  a  year,  p lease  com-

plete  the  fo l lowing form.  For  internat ional  subscr ibers ,  p lease  send info  requests

to  bsf.magaz ine@gmai l .com ( the  cost  wi l l  be  $15  p lus  appl i cab le  postage) .

NAME

STREET ADDRESS

CITY, STATE, ZIP

TELEPHONE NUMBER

EMAIL ADDRESS

AFFILIATION

DATE

AMOUNT ENCLOSED

Make check  payable  to  Bonsa i  Soc iet ies  of  F lor ida  and mai l  to:

Bonsa i  Soc iet ies  of  F lor ida  Subscr ipt ion ,

c/o  BSF  Membersh ip ,  P.O .  Box  2058 ,  Jup i ter,  FL  33468-2058

P A G E 4 8 F L O R I D A  B O N S A I



Meet us inOrlando
in 2009
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