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BSF Speaker Sean Smith with one of his tanuki Shimpaku
in a beautiful cascade pot. For more information on Sean
and his BSF Tour see page 6.
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A Message from the Presidenu

B
“

onsai
o
Through the Years” is a tribute to the years
o
of education, art and the beauty of bonsai in the
S
State of Florida. Our 2009 convention celebrates
36 yyears of annual conventions hosted by Bonsai
Societies of Florida along with the great member societies that worked
so diligently to bring these world class events to its members.
So many headliners traveling from
every state in the union and all
parts of the world with one mission and goal, to bring the art of
bonsai closer to us. In addition to
the traditional basics
of the art form,
we were treated to
some brilliant and
very cutting edge,
no pun intended,
new ideas. Each
year we watched, we
listened and most
importantly, we learned. Over
the years we assembled countless workshops from familiar
material and also the not so
familiar. We hunted for material that would challenge our
skills, always on the quest for
something different – something
special – something new – many
of our favorites like Bald Cypress,
Black Pines, Junipers, Elm, Crepe
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Myrtle. Tropicals like Ficus (in so
many varieties), Bucida, Fukien
Tea, Claradendron, Serissa and
Buttonwood. The material always
excites our convention-goers and
brings them back
year after year. We
challenged ourselves
to make each year a
little different, create
something unique.
We’ve offered programs like Daiza
Carving, Bonsai
Display, Silk Carving, Club
Nights & Scholarship Events and
so much more. Think of the years
of planning and the hard work,
the hours spent by all the talented
and creative people who worked
so diligently to bring these special
events you, our members. Think
back on how many conventions
you have attended. What is the
ﬁrst memory you have of a bonsai
FLORIDA BONSAI

convention? Who was you favorite headliner? What was the best
tree from a workshop? Or for that
matter, the worst? Think of the
many memories we have of past
events. Now think of the great
bonsai artists that have blossomed in this state – Joe Samuels,
Jim Moody, Norm Nelson, Jim
Smith, Mary Madison, Mary
Miller, Ed Trout, so many wonderfully talented, inspiring artists who have worked so hard to
inspire us. They have brought us
their knowledge and offered to
share it with us all so we too can
enjoy the wonder of bonsai.
I would like to thank all of the
event planners over the years
for creating all of the special
programs. For researching and
presenting us with all of the various materials, for inviting all the
talented artists from virtually
every state and many countries to
educate and thrill us.
I want you to help inspire someone else by teaching them what
you have learned and telling those
stories of the past events you have
FEBRUARY 2009

attended. To laugh at our failures
and boast of our triumphs, to
share those stories and our history through the years so that the
legends stay alive and the names
remain clear for others to remember. Think of a story and tell it.
Help inspire someone in bonsai,
help someone catch the wonder of bonsai and to understand
our passion. That is our legacy
of bonsai.
With these thoughts in mind
I write my last President’s letter, (And this time I mean it). It
truly has been such an honor to
be the President of the Bonsai
Societies of Florida. I will hold
these years close to my heart,
and will treasure every friendship
made. I will remember every artist I befriended, every teacher and
every lesson.
I have stories of trips, trees and
events that I hope will make others also enjoy the art of bonsai,
wonderful memories to share
with my bonsai friends.
The stories I heard when I ﬁrst
entered the world of bonsai from
PAGE
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BSF Speaker Sean Smith

B

o
onsai
n Societies of Florida’s third speaker for the year
22009 will be a favorite – Sean Smith. Sean, a longttime
tim
ti
i supporter of BSF, will tour the clubs statewide
to sp
to
spread his knowledge of bonsai, suiseki and daiza
carving. Take advantage by signing up now at www.bonsai-bsf.com.
Sean Smith is a resident of
Marysville, Pennsylvania, where
he owns and operates Custom
Oriental Wood-craft.
He has an extensive background
in carpentry. In addition, for more
than twenty years he has had a passion for bonsai and suiseki. Sean
combined his interests in 1994 and
established his business – Custom
Oriental Wood-craft, where he
makes bonsai display tables and

carves daiza for renowned bonsai
and suiseki enthusiasts all over
the world.
He has lectured on suiseki, as well
as bonsai, in the United States
and Europe. He is internationally
known for his skills in bonsai and
suiseki and has garnered many
awards in both ﬁelds.
In 2001, Mr. Arishige Matsuura,
President of the Japanese Suiseki
Association, proclaimed Sean
the number one daiza
carver outside of Japan.
In 2003, Sean was
the ﬁrst American to
exhibit an American
Suiseki in the Japanese
National Suiseki Show
at the Meiji Shrine in
Tokyo, Japan.
In 2004 Sean was asked
by Senji Morimae to
visit Japan to study
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bonsai and suiseki at his nursery
located outside Tokyo. Sean now
spends several weeks a year continuing his studies with Morimae-san.
In 2005 he was invited to study
Zen in Daitokuji-in, at the sub
temple of Hoshyu-in in Kyoto,
Japan. Sean also studied daiza carving in Hamamatsu, Japan, with
Japan’s leading daiza
carver, Mr. Koji
Suzuki. Sean was his
ﬁrst and only student.

International Stone Appreciation
Society and a member of the
Nippon Suiseki Association,
European Suiseki, and past president of the Susquehanna Bonsai
Club, in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania.
Sean is also a director on the
National Bonsai Federation in
Washington D.C. ❏

Sean is also a contributing editor of
the North American
Viewing Stone
Society, and the
FEBRUARY 2009
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Ehretia buxifolia
BY MARY C. MILLER

F

u
ujian Tea, Fukien Tea, Philippine Tea and
Ba
B
Bath Tree are all common names for the plant
once known as Carmona microphylla and renamed
o
E
hretia buxifo
Ehretia
buxifolia. (The name Ehretia microphylla is consi
ide
dere
dere
red
d synonymous with E
sidered
E. buxifolia.) Although some Ehretia are
deciduous, the species commonly used for bonsai are tropical evergreen shrubs. Fukien Tea is frequently planted in China, Malaysia, the
Philippines. (Also registered as a herbal medicine by the Philippine
Bureau of Food & Drug.) It is now being used as hedges in the South
Florida landscape.
DESCRIPTION

FUKIEN TEA AS BONSAI

Even as a small plant the Ehretia
buxifolia is woody, it branches
easily, has small leaves and blooms
periodically all year. Two Fukien
Tea are commonly used for bonsai. Both have glossy leaves and
frequent white ﬂowers. One has
very small leaves, less than 1/4˝
across. It is slower to develop
a trunk, but bears tiny red fruit
proliﬁcally. The “ medium leaf”
variety develops a bulky trunk but
bears fruit less frequently – if at
all. (The medium leaves are actually small, but larger than those of
its sister plant.) Both varieties are
imported as well as grown from
starters in South Florida.

While young trunks can be easily bent, older heavy trunks have
very hard wood and often predetermine the style of a Fukien
Tea as bonsai. Some of the trees
imported from China have
enough curves in them to be used
as cascades, informal upright,
slant or literati styles.
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Young branches bend and shape
easily. Wire any time of year. Be
cautious not to wire them too
tightly as they grow quickly.
Frequent pruning is necessary
because of the long shoots of
new growth. This plant makes
an excellent choice for clipand-grow. Many growers trim
FLORIDA BONSAI

frequently and use little wire.
Because of the small leaf size, leaf
pruning is not required. If leaves
are removed or fall off for any
reason, a healthy tree will quickly
regenerate them.
ROOT PRUNING
In the tropics Fukien Tea can be
repotted and/or root pruned any
time of year (although stronger,
faster results can be anticipated
FEBRUARY 2009

during seasons of warm nights.)
Once established, check roots
yearly as they do not like to have
“ tight feet”. Root bound Ehretia
can deteriorate quickly.
LOCATION AND
WATERING
In containers, Fukien Tea do well
in full to half day to full sun. Too
much shade encourages undesirable leggy growth and larger
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BSF 2009 Headliner –Boon Manakitivipart

B

o
oon’s
o start in bonsai was the result of a birthday gift:
a small juniper bonsai. Before long, he joined the
B
Bonsai Society of San Francisco, the club through
whi
w
which he took his ﬁrst beginner class in the spring
of 1989. Anxious to learn as much as possible about bonsai, Boon
studied with as many teachers as he could ﬁnd in California.
Serious study
began when
he hosted
Akio Kondo,
Kihachiro
Kamiya’s ﬁrst
apprentice.
Mr. Kondo
arrived as
what the
Japanese call a
ﬁrst-year professional, and stayed
at Boon’s home for one year.
In 1993, the Golden State
Bonsai Federation awarded
Boon a Teacher Development
Scholarship; two years later,
he received the Ben Oki
International Design Award for
styling a Sierra juniper. In 1995,
Boon received several informal
offers to study bonsai in Japan.
Months later he traveled to Japan
where he studied bonsai for his
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ﬁrst year as
an apprentice
with Yasuo
Mitsuya.
Later, his
“bonsai home”
became
Kihachi-En
and his master became
Kihachiro Kamiya, a great bonsai
master with multiple national
awards. Boon said once, “He
showed me bonsai standards
through his amazing talent and
deep personal integrity.” Boon
returned repeatedly to Japan
for prolonged periods of bonsai
study until his master’s passing in
January 2004.

In April 2000, Boon won the
Grand Prize in the Kindai Bonsai
Styling Contest in Japan (sponsored by Kindai Bonsai Magazine).
Contestants styled large Japanese
white pines. Boon was the only
non-Japanese in the contest.
The World Bonsai Contest recognized Boon’s trees in 2000, 2001,
and 2002 as among the world’s
top 100 entries, and his students’

trees have been recognized in
every contest to date.
Today Boon makes his living
as a full-time bonsai artist in
Northern California. He styles
client trees, lectures, puts on
demonstrations, holds workshops, and ﬁnds show-quality
bonsai for clients.
For additional information visit:
www.bonsaiboon.com ❏

In 1998, Boon founded and
became the teacher of Bay Island
Bonsai, and started his business,
Bonsai Boon.
FLORIDA BONSAI
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BSF 2009 Headliner – Suthin Sukosolvisit

Junior Scholarship Award Winner
BY GLENN PARTELOW

S

u
uthin (Su Tin) has been a bonsai artist since 1970
aand
nd h
has won various national and international awards
ffor
or his work. He lectures all around the world, and has
le
lectured
at some of the biggest bonsai conventions in the
United States. He is one of the most highly regarded speakers in the
country and we are privileged to have him as a headliner in Orlando for
the BSF 2009 convention.
This Ficus
microcarpa was
given to Suthin
as a gift from a
good friend in
Florida in the
year 2002.
The tree was
very healthy,
however, a
Suthin felt a branch was missing
from the bottom left side of the
tree for his vision of a “perfect”
clump style. Suthin relocated the
existing left branch downward,

and reattached
the branch by
grafting and
screwing the
branch into
its location.
After two years,
this is what the
tree looks like.
The tree will
need another few years of training
to achieve its full potential.

B

o
onsai
n Societies of Florida is pleased to announce that
E
Elsa Johnson is the recipient of this year’s Junior
S
Scholarship. She is sponsored by the Bonsai Society
o
of Brevard She will receive instruction and plant
material at Durastone, the nursery of Jim Smith, for a number of days
and a stipend for travel and food. Further, she will receive a free registration for the next BSF convention.
Elsa ﬁrst became interested in
bonsai while taking care of her
fathers’ collection while he was
away. She developed an appreciation for the “delicate and long
process” and an end result that
she deemed “worth it.” Moving
on, her ﬁrst tree was a Ficus
retusa and, like all beginners,
learned about the front of the
tree along with the positioning
of branches. Later she attended

For additional information visit:
www.royalbonsaigarden.com ❏
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many meetings of the Brevard
Club and the BSF convention of
2006. She has further improved
her skills with Mike Rogers and
Toby Diaz at the BSF 2008 convention as she worked her way
through the intricacies of wiring
her Shimpaku Juniper. Elsa is also
an accomplished musician and I
am sure this artistic ﬂare will help
her with her bonsai interests.
Elsa is the daughter
of Blaine Johnson
and, with her sister
Eva, they make a
trio of ﬁne bonsai
enthusiasts whom
I had the pleasure
to meet recently at
the “Joy of Bonsai”
sponsored by the
Kawa Club of
Flagler County. ❏
PAGE
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BSF Election Slate
BY BEN LISS

W

Jupiter Bonsai

iith the upcoming convention, we come to that
ttime
tim
i when we select a new group of volunteers
tto
o rep
represent our members on the Board of Directors
of the Bon
of
Bonsai Societies of Florida. We thank all of those
who have com
come forward to volunteer and we know they will
all do a great job. The following is the proposed slate of ofﬁcers. ❏

O FFICERS

Charles Michelson
Ben Liss
Dorothy Schmitz
Virginia Wager
Carol McKinney
Lynda Ruf

PRESIDENT
FIRST VICE PRESIDENT
SECOND VICE PRESIDENT
CORRESPONDING SECRETARY
RECORDING SECRETARY

Bonsai, Pre-Bonsai,
Nursery Stock,
Stands, Tools, Pots, Soil, Wire
Everything for your bonsai needs!

TREASURER

TRUS TEES

Lynn Fabian

DISTRICT 1

Virginia Wager

DISTRICT 2

Jerry Beneﬁeld

DISTRICT 3

Ronn Miller

DISTRICT 4

Esther Searfoss

DISTRICT 5

Rita Rosenberg

DISTRICT 6

Martha Goff

DISTRICT 7

Bud Shafer

DISTRICT 8

Call

5 6 1 . 6 2 8 . 6 3 9 2 for information
WHOLESALE TO THE TRADE

Retail, Demonstrations and Workshops
for Bonsai Clubs by Appointment Only.
visit our website: www.jupiterbonsai.com
94
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Dragon
Tree Bonsai
LARGE SPECIMEN TREES AVAILABLE
ROBERT PINDER
3663 S.W. Honey Terrace, Palm City, FL 34990
(772) 418-7079 email dragontree@bellsouth.net
Right Next to Turnpike Exit #133 in Palm City
We are proud to supply the large Podocarpus and Ficus microcarpa
for the BSF 2008 Convention workshops. Please come join us at
our study group meeting held on the second Sunday of every month.
Time: 10–1 at Dragon Tree. We’re looking forward to having you visit.
94

A Care Manual and Guide for
Florida’s Tropical Bonsai Growers

Tropical Green Sheets
• Over 200 pages covering 127 species
• Appendices with articles covering
repotting, watering, etc.
• Tips and Tidbits picked up along with way
• Photographs of individual species
• A Tropical Gallery of ﬁnished bonsai from various
bonsai artists from South Florida.

Go to www.bonsai-bsf.com/store/ to order.
92

BONSAI LECTURES & WORKSHOPS
with Jim Doyle

1451 PLEASANT HILL ROAD
HARRISBURG, PA 17112
717-545-4555 PHONE & FAX

Extensive line of JAPANESE TOOLS
FLEXCUT CARVING TOOLS
Select POTS from U.S., Europe,
Japan
Horst Heinzlreiter
Jim Barrett
Your source for the shohin book:
THE MODERN BONSAI
www.natureswaybonsai.com

92

Your advertisement can appear in this space.
For more information contact
BSF.editor@gmail.com for pricing and schedules.
92
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Wigert’s
Mango Grove
& Nursery

MIKE
CARTRETT
Lectures,
Demonstrations,
Workshops,
Private Sessions,
Bonsai Redesign,
Repotting,
Maintenance,
and Sales,

Bonsai,
Pre-bonsai,
Pots, Tools,
Supplies, Classes
Your source for quality
tropical material.

YOUR SOURCE FOR
TROPICAL INFORMATION.

B.S. in Horticulture,
Over thirty years
as a nursery owner.
561.586.2541
OR

cartrettm@bellsouth.net
92

15857 Quail Trail
Bokeelia, Florida 33922
239.896.5549 • 239.283.2910
wigertsbonsai@embarqmail.com
92

Joshua Roth

91

Bonsai & Things Shibui
Barbara R. Poglitsch
Featuring Kiku & Joshua Roth Tools
www.bonsaiandthingsshibui.com
email infoshibui@bellsouth.net
PH 772-287-5356 By Appointment Only
9
3
93
PAGE
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BSF Membership

Bonsai Societies of Florida

Individuals acquire BSF membership as members of a local affiliated club. Other
memberships include: Member-At-Large, Member Organization-At-Large, Donor
Membership, or Special Life Membership.

O F F I C ERS

Louise Leister

PRESIDENT

For membership information contact Carol Partelow, Membership Chair,
35 Eastwood Drive, Palm Coast, FL 32164-6157. eMail: gpartelow1 @ cfl.rr.com

1ST VICE PRESIDENT

Vacant

2ND VICE PRESIDENT

Charles Michelson

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY

List of Advertisers
Bonsai and Things Shibui
Bonsai at Pasiminan
Bonsai by the Monastery
Dragon Tree Bonsai
Jupiter Bonsai
Mechanical Coordinators

44
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cmarch9976@aol.com

Vacant
Carol McKinney

RECORDING SECRETARY

Mike Cartrett
Nature’s Way
Orlando Bonsai
Tropical Green Sheets
Wigert’s Mango Grove & Nursery

mysecretbonsai@bellsouth.net

ctmckinney@aol.com

Vacant

TREASURER

Gene Callahan

PAST PRESIDENT

dcal104@earthlink.net

TRUST EES
DISTRICT 1

Lynn Fabian

C O M M I TTEES

Glenn Partelow

ARCHIVES

gpartelow1@cﬂ.rr.com

elfabian@cox.net
DISTRICT 2

Florida Bonsai Publications

Virginia Wager

CONVENTION 2009

jpdolls2000@aol.com

Glenn Partelow

EDUCATION

A black and white printed version of the magazine is provided to members of the Bonsai Societies of
Florida. A sampling is also available to the public in full-color by downloading from the BSF website:
http://www.bonsai-bsf.com/magazine/
The full-color screen version of the publication is in “pdf” format. Be sure you have the most current
version of Adobe Reader. Adobe Reader software is free and available at www.adobe.com.

DISTRICT 3

Virginia Wager

DISTRICT 4
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paul@orlandobonsai.com

Ronn Miller
rmiller853@cﬂ.rr.com

Carol Partelow

MEMBERSHIP
DISTRICT 5

Dorothy Schmitz
erniesbonsai@earthlink.net

FEBRUARY 2009

PUBLICATIONS

Mike Sullivan
jsulliii@aol.com

SCHOLARSHIP

Louise Leister

Rita Rosenberg

DISTRICT 7

DISTRICT 8

gpartelow1@cﬂ.rr.com

Esther Searfoss

riritobyrose@aol.com

PAGE
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EPCOT/BSF

DISTRICT 6

Cover, 6–7: Sean Smith; Page 2: Ronn Miller; Pages 5, 22–25: Louise Leister;
Pages 8–13: David Baruch; Pages 15–18, 26–28, 30–34, 38: Mike Sullivan; Pages 21: Alberto Cruz;
Page 28: Suthin Sukosolvisit; Page 29: Glenn Partelow; Page 35: Captain Chuck Nygaard

gpartelow1@cﬂ.rr.com

jpdolls2000@aol.com

trustee@hukyubonsai.com

Photo and Illustration Credits

Louise Leister

mysecretbonsai@bellsouth.net

Ben Liss
bonsaibliss13@aol.com

mysecretbonsai@bellsouth.net
SPEAKERS BUREAU

David Baruch
davidbaru@aol.com

WEBSITE

Henning Glatter-Gotz
henning@glatter-gotz.com
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Florida Bonsai Subscription ForM
Florida Bonsai is published by the Bonsai Societies of Florida (BSF) four times a
year. If you would like to subscribe to Florida Bonsai for $15 a year, please complete the following form. For international subscribers, please send info requests
to bsf.editor@gmail.com (the cost will be $15 plus applicable postage).

NAME

STREET ADDRESS

CITY, STATE, ZIP

TELEPHONE NUMBER

EMAIL ADDRESS

AFFILIATION

DATE

AMOUNT ENCLOSED

Make check payable to Bonsai Societies of Florida and mail to:
Bonsai Societies of Florida Subscription,
c/o BSF Membership, 4 Claridge Court South, Palm Coast, FL 32137-8350
PAGE
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Meet us in Orlando
in 2009

e-store for pots & tools

bonsaimonk com

Bo n sa i by the M o n a st e ry
Shop Online:
Houtoku Pots
Tokoname Pots
Korean Mica Pots
Akadama & Kanuma
Books, Accessories, Wire
Yagimitsu & Ryukoh Tools

Competitive Prices! Request a copy of our free catalog...

Tollfree Orders: 1.800.778.POTS (7687)
Local: 770.388.0531
Fax: 770.760.0989
2625 Highway 212 SW

Conyers, GA 30094

Visiting Atlanta?
Don’t miss our Greenhouse Store!
Map & Hours on our Website:
www.bonsaimonk.com
Store Phone: 770.918.9661
94

