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A Message from the Presidenu
t is a privilege to be the president of the Bonsai
S
o
Societies
of Florida. Upon reﬂection of the past and
aanticipation
nticip
of the future, I look forward to our bonsai
eexperiences
xperienc which lie ahead.

I

Wh t we do
d is
i really
ll very simple;
What
all of us participate in an organization the sole purpose of which is
to support, promote, and improve
bonsai within the State of Florida.
It is no more complicated than
that, and we are supposed to have a good
time doing. it.
There is a place for
all levels of bonsai
enthusiasts within
our clubs; from the
diligent student
technicians using
exotic tools as they
carve and learn to graft limbs, to
the casual hobbyists who enjoy
looking at bonsai trees with a
minimum of work, and everyone
in between. Our goal is to provide information, speakers and
access for all of us, at each of our
levels of interest, within this ﬁne
organization. I believe that the
strength of BSF comes through
PAGE
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the relationships and friendships
of its members and volunteers.
We are people with similar interests so it is only natural that many
of us are friends as well.
BSF has a strong board that will
govern with vision,
common sense,
respecting the
concerns of our
members, other’s
opinions, and will
provide leadership
to become stronger.
The decisions of the
board will be based
upon what is good for the organization and fun and equitable for
the membership. I do not expect
every decision to be unanimous,
but I hope for respect and tolerance for decisions about which
there might be disagreement.
I am proud of the board for
the method and decision of
proceeding with our successful
FLORIDA BONSAI

convention. In a backdrop of
economic collapse, serious consideration went into a go/no go
convention decision. Instead
of making a quick emotional
determination, our trustees were
sent out to poll the membership for a convention attendance
commitment in order to meet
the minimum requirement for
the convention to occur. We
obtained your commitment to
attend the convention; exceeded
our minimum number of registrants for a viable convention
and proceeded to have a proﬁtable convention with slightly
higher attendance than in 2008.
Thank you.
I can’t say enough about the
team of people who planned
and executed our convention.
Scaled back to be economical, the
speakers were outstanding, the
material awesome, rafﬂes regionally shared and proﬁtable, and T.
Morris holding her own with the
Silent Auction and making money
for our quarterly magazine.
The bonsai display was excellent, and everyone with whom
MAY 2009

I spoke had a wonderful time.
Congratulations and thank you to
the entire convention committee.
Their efforts were extraordinary!
I would like to thank Louise for
her service to this organization
as president. Her dedication is
tireless. She has spent an extraordinary amount of time taking care
of the business of bonsai, and has
been in an incredible ambassador
for BSF throughout the convention. We should all collectively
express our heartfelt thanks to
Louise and her board. I will count
on her assistance and guidance in
the future.
I hope all of you will be patient
and allow me time to learn about
my new role and responsibilities.
While many of you recognize me,
over time I hope to get to know
you personally. From a bonsai
perspective, I am known locally
for my proclivity of creating
weeds and my unique interpretation of the color green.
By the time you read this, all BSF
board members will have email
addresses assigned, which will
PAGE
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A Message from the Presidenu
coincide with the positions they
hold. This should make communication simple since now
there will be a permanent ﬁle of
correspondence with all board
members, and continuity of information between people. Also, we
are reviewing several other web-

Message from the Editor

Each year I award two writers
for outstanding contributions,
One award is for a writer who has
repeatedly submitted articles for
publication. The other award is
for a new writer. This year the
ﬁrst award went to Louise Leister
4

Thank you again for
this opportunity. ❏

(continued)

I would like to thank all of the
writers who submitted their
articles for publication in Florida
Bonsai this past year: David
Baruch, Chad Beatty, John
Bishop, Alberto Cruz, Steve
Gale, Chris Johnson, Michael
Hagedorn, Louise Leister, Adam
Levigne, Boon Manakitivipart,
Mary Miller, Ronn Miller,
Glenn Partelow, Paul Pikel, Rita
Rosenberg, Esther Searfoss, Jim
Smith, Bill Storke, Brent Walston
and Erik Wigert.

PAGE

based management tools to make
the governing of BSF easier and
more reliable.

for her article on Grafting Black
Pine (Winter 2008) and the second to Erik Wigert for his article
on Campeche (Autumn 2008).
Enjoy the summer. Our hope is
for a inactive storm season and a
very active bonsai season.
On a very sad note, Bonsai
Societies of Florida lost a very
good friend. Jean Smith passed
away on May 15. Jean was one of
our founding members and her
contribution to bonsai in the
state of Florida and to Florida
Bonsai is immeasurable. At this
time, we send our deepest sympathy to Ed, Jean’s husband, and
her family. Jean may be gone, but
her spirit lives on. ❏

FLORIDA BONSAI

A Message from the Editor

D

eespite
spit
ite predictions of doom and gloom with the
curr
current
economic situation, our 2009 Annual
Conv
C
Convention
turned out to be a great success.
H
appil our proﬁts surpassed the previous two years!
Happily,
Kudos to our hard-working convention committee.
This year we pared down our
speakers to include just two headliners. These two speakers are
among the most popular speakers
on the roster of national bonsai
speakers and all-time
Florida favorites.
The feedback from
those attending
was extremely positive, most feeling it
was one of the best
“learning” conventions in years. These
sort of comments
are always great to hear when you
have a committee that works so
hard. Thanks to Louise Leister
for coordinating this great event.
What a way to leave a presidency.
Great job Louise!
Our thanks to Boon
Manikitivipart and Suthin
Sukosolvisit. They worked
extremely hard from the
MAY 2009

beginning of our event to the very
end. The workshops were spectacular instructional experiences
with phenomenal material and
their dueling demos an entertaining success.
I am happy to report
that the Juniper and
Pine from my workshops are both doing
great, and I couldn’t
be happier with
the results.
A very important
part of each convention, and the
major draw for the public, is the
display area. This years exhibit
was beautiful and included some
of the ﬁnest of Florida bonsai.
Ernie, Dorothy and their committee did a fantastic job. See the
photo gallery later in this issue.
(continued on opposite page)
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Tropical Bonsai – Lysiloma sabicu
BY PATRICK GIACOBBE

L

yss
yysiloma
sabicu (common name Lysiloma) has
eeverything
very
you want in a bonsai. Small leaves, small
powder
powder-puff ﬂower and rustic bark. I think the tree is
n
eglecte by most bonsai enthusiasts in Florida
neglected
because off not being aw
aware it even exists. This West Indian native was
grown from nursery stock by Robert Pinder of Dragon Tree Nursery
in Stuart, Florida. It has been in training as a bonsai for six years. The
tree is 36" from the top of the pot to the top of the canopy and 36"
at the widest part of the canopy. The root spread is 6" wide at the
base and the trunk is 4". Robert says in Stuart the tree is deciduous,
it drops all it’s leaves around December and stays dormant until the
end of February, but the
roots cannot be worked
on at this time. The tree
is tropical and is treated
like a Bucida spinosa (Black
Olive). Meaning, root

Below left: Finished wood product.The wood is
very hard and dense with a red hue to its grain.

The Lysiloma above is being used as an ornamental tree. As you can see
it’s natural growing habit is a weeping style thanks to the compound
leaves. Surprisingly it’s common plant family is the Pea.
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Below right: The ﬂower grow in puffs, similar
to all Legumes. The leaves are small to begin
with so the main objective is reducing the
distance between internodes.

FLORIDA BONSAI

Epcot: Keeping the Dream of Bonsai Alive
BY PAUL PIKEL

S

ixteen
ix
years ago, Disney looked to add some sort
of event
ev
of
between New Year’s Day and Easter to make
guests feel special during the “Off Season.” Their solution
guests
was the Flower and Garden Festival. The Festival helped
usher in spring with loads of ﬂowers and topiaries. As they looked for a
way to incorporate a Japanese style of planting, Bonsai emerged as the
perfect choice.
Disney’s ﬁrst contact was
with the Central Florida
Bonsai Club and the relationship was established.
Since then the Bonsai
Societies of Florida coordinates the event which
continues to evolve. The
Festival now is a draw for
millions of people who
come for the sole purpose
of attending the Flower
and Garden Festival.
My ﬁrst experience with
the Festival was when
I moved to Florida in
1997, and saw the Bonsai
on display around the
Japanese Pavilion. I
remember looking at each
of the very large Bonsai

Ronn Miller’s Bald Cypress in the pond.
PAGE
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Lime Sulphur: Not Just Another Smelly Chemical

A

BY PAUL PIKEL

ggreat way of creating drama in a Bonsai is through
gre
the creation
c
the
of jins (stripped branches) and Shari
(ca
(carved trunks). By exposing deadwood the Bonsai
aartis
artist can bring on the appearance of advanced aging
of a tree, and add more interest. In order to enhance the jins and shari
a chemical/pesticide named Lime Sulfur (also Lime Sulphur) is applied.
However this is no ordinary chemical compound.
In fact the MSDS (Material Safety
Data Sheet) that accompanies this
stuff is enough to make even the
most seasoned Bonsai Artist run
for the hills, or at least it should.
In addition to its foul “rotten egg”
smell, it is a corrosive skin irritant
(inﬂammation and blistering), a
corrosive eye irritant (can result
in corneal damage or blindness)
and with severe over-exposure or
ingestion may even be fatal.
However when used properly the
beneﬁts are enormous. In addition
to the great whitening effect that
Lime Sulfur creates on exposed
wood, it works as a preservative,
a pesticide, a fungicide, and a
strong sterilizer.
For Bonsai Lime Sulfur is to be
applied outdoors with a soft brush
directly to the exposed wood. I
specify a soft brush because a stiff
PAGE
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brush can cause the compound to
ﬂick off the ends which may spatter on skin or the eyes. To aid in
reducing exposure to Lime Sulfur
some precautions should be taken.
Long sleeve shirts should be worn,
along with eye protection (glasses
or goggles), and rubber gloves.
Applying Lime Sulfur is pretty
simple and is easy as painting the
exposed wood. For best results
apply on a hot sunny day when
there is no rain in the forecast.
Usually the ﬁrst coat can be done
in May– June and the second
coat a couple months later in
the July–August. Once applied
place the tree in direct sunlight
so the Lime Sulfur can soak in
and dry. When correctly applied
the color of the compound will
turn to a light chalky yellowish
color. This color will remain until
FLORIDA BONSAI

BSF Convention 2009 – An Overview
BY CHARLES MICHELSON

t is difﬁcult to ignore the fact that BSF members
de
desire
great conventions. They look forward to them
all year
yea long; the wonderful workshops, the intriguing
all
sspeakers the bonsai displays and the people they encounter.
speakers,
conv
A great convention
also bolsters credibility, trust and excitement
by offering something for everyone; beginner through experienced
bonsai enthusiasts.

I

The 36th Annual Bonsai
Convention was a great convention. In response to the concerns
of our economy, the convention
returned to the basics of star
headliners, quality, a variety of
workshop material, a quality
exhibit and a variety of activities

PAGE

14

to enhance participation and
education. These were workshops and activities for everyone regardless of experience or
individual budgets.
Suthin Sukosolvisit and Boon
Manakitivipart have been Florida

FLORIDA BONSAI

In Memoriam – Jean Carroll Smith
BY TOM AND SENA ZANE

F
“

lorida’s Leading Lady” and “The First Lady
of BSF”…the names everyone thought of when
all things concerning Jean Smith and Florida bonsai were
mentioned. Jean Smith was there from the beginnings of Bonsai
Societies of Florida as a statewide activity in the 1970s, through the ’80s,
the ’90s and the ﬁrst part of this new century. She led, wrote, planned
speakers’ tours, advised and helped any member who was interested in
furthering programs for BSF.
w
willingness to promote the study
and appreciation of bonsai. Her
h
husband of many years, Ed Smith,
supported her from the beginning.

Jean Carroll Smith

December 17, 1925 – May 15, 2009

Jean came to the art of bonsai
in the fall of 1971. A local nursery
owner who had been previously
stationed in Japan offered a bonsai
class. In 1972, the class formed the
Fort Walton Beach Bonsai Society,
and where Jean was a very active
member from then on. Later in
the ’70s, her club became part of
the newly formed Bonsai Societies
of Florida. Jean’s love of her trees
led to a lifelong interest in and a
PAGE
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Jean has been President of her
club and of Bonsai Societies of
Florida. She was co-chair of three
International conventions in 1974,
1983 and 1993. Her duties involved
scheduling all the masters, providing their housing, transportation,
food as well as anything which came
up regarding their visit to Florida.
Jean knew the masters well, having
been the Speaker’s Bureau chair
for many years. Her work at all the
conventions was time-consuming
and labor-intensive. At the 1993
WBFF convention in Orlando,
there were over 700 participants
registered at this worldwife event
which was hosted by BSF.
FLORIDA BONSAI

Sho Fu Bonsai Society and Selby Gardens History

S

BY MIKE KNOWLTON

h Fu Bonsai Society of Sarasota has participated in
ho
the
he Asian
A
the
Cultural Festivals at Selby Gardens during each
of the past four years. The Asian Cultural Festival, held at
of
tth
he end of
o February, attracts thousands of visitors to Selby
the
over a two day period of time. Sho Fu’s involvement has included
bonsai demonstrations, sales of bonsai related items and a temporary
exhibit of member’s specimen trees on the back patio of the Selby
mansion, one of the highlights of the Festival.
As an outgrowth of this ongoing cooperation, then Sho Fu
President John
Petterson and his
wife, Cindy, began
discussions two
years ago with Selby
ofﬁcials about two
initiatives. First,
Selby would identify
a location for a permanent exhibit of
bonsai at Selby Gardens. Second,
Selby would make available to
Sho Fu its large Activities Center
for Sho Fu meetings at no charge.
Following months of discussions
and reﬁnement of plans and drawings, current Sho Fu President,
Erik Wigert and Vice President,
Mike Knowlton worked out a
written agreement with Selby.
The bonsai trees are the property
MAY 2009

of Sho Fu, and while they are
watered by Selby staff, a committee of Sho Fu members makes weekly
visits to do routine
maintenance. Also,
Erik Wigert has
been designated
as Curator of the
exhibit collection,
and he is responsible for major
styling, wiring and repotting of
the collection.
Construction of the exhibit took
place in February prior to the
2009 Asian Cultural Festival.
The exhibit is located in a prominent place just outside of the
tropical greenhouse, and is seen
by virtually all of the visitors to
Selby Gardens.
PAGE
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Cypress Harvest at Adams Ranch
BY MAGGIE KLINE

H

aving
a
recently joined the Treasure Coast Bonsai
S
So
Society,
I had a rather unique opportunity to join
mem
m
members
of that club in a trip to the Adams Ranch
to dig whatever trees we could ﬁnd to use as bonsai
to
ma
ate
teriial
al.l My adv
dven
dv
dve
entu
ent
tu st
ture
material.
adventure
started early Saturday morning on January 24th.
Up at 4:45 am and out the door at 5:30, I didn’t even have time to have my
ﬁrst cup of coffee. I had packed my Toyota 4-Runner the night before
with whatever tools I thought might be needed, although I really had no
idea what to take. Rita Rosenberg and I met at the Publix on Lyons Road
in Boynton Beach, transferred her supplies to my vehicle and we were on
the road to Fort Pierce.
Nineteen brave souls ignored the
chill in the morning air and met at
the Ag Center around 8:00 a.m.
From there, our convoy of 11 vehicles proceeded to the ranch. Bud
Adams, the patriarch of the family
greeted us and provided a brief history of the ranch. He is the secondgeneration owner of the property
that is a self-sustaining cattle ranch
of about 20,000 acres. With pride,
he informed us that members of
the family’s fourth generation were
now working at the ranch. It was
determined that we would be led
to the same location as last year’s
dig that had produced some ﬁne
trees. So there wouldn’t be so many
vehicles driving over the ranch,
Rita and I invited Steve Elias of
PAGE
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Port St. Lucie to drive with us and
vehicles formed another convoy.
You must understand that I
grew up in a very rural area of
Pennsylvania and am no stranger
to really bad dirt roads. But, it has
been a very long time since I had to
drive through roads little more than
ruts with grass growing in the middle. Just driving to the bald cypress
stand was an adventure. Our caravan leader opened gates into ﬁeld
after ﬁeld and the last vehicle was
responsible for closing the gates
so the cows and horses would stay
where they were supposed to stay
and not head for what they surely
thought were greener pastures.
Cows ran beside us and one even
FLORIDA BONSAI

Undiscovered Treasures

A

BY CHARLES MICHELSON

tm
many Bonsai events there are undiscovered
trea
treasures that are there in front of us ready for the
ttaking
ak and our 2009 Convention was no exception
tto th
the rule. At our 36th Convention, there were old
pots available for sale at great prices that looked…, well they looked horrible. They had obviously been outside for decades, and were covered
with lime and stains. However, even in that condition the quality of
design was unmistakable and upon further examination, the chop on the
bottom indicated “Tokoname.”
Brand new, pots are valuable.
These old pots are not in production any longer and if saved, they
make an outstanding addition
to any bonsai placed in them. I
decided to take a chance that I
could restore these pots to their
original glory.
I brought my tools of pot salvation to start the cleaning process,
which included: a soaking tub,
rubber gloves, a face mask, a wire
brush and most importantly two
gallons of muriatic acid. Muriatic
acid is very dangerous and must
be handled carefully. In addition,
a mask must be worn to avoid the
fumes created by the acid.

They immediately bubbled furiously and a cloud of gas arose. I
allowed the pots to soak for 15
minutes and then returned to see
what was occurring. Some of the
stains were gone and color was
returning to the pots. Slowly and
carefully I lifted each pot and with
a wire brush cleaned the sides and
top of the pots. I returned the pots
to the acid bath, ﬂipping them
after a few minutes to ensure full
coverage of the acid. Again, be

Carefully, I ﬁlled the tub with
muriatic acid and slowly; gently,
lowered the pots into the acid.
PAGE

30

FLORIDA BONSAI

It All Started with a Rock...
BY TOM KEHOE

was
w hunting around at Durastone Nursery at the
en of February, looking for goodies to craft into
end
the Treasure
T
the
Coast Bonsai Society’s entry for club
night. I had a slab made by my wife, Belinda, but nothing
m
ge started, I needed trees and rocks. And what a
more.
To get
rock I had found.

I

It looked like a stalactite; but
mounted with the base down,
it made a good mountain. It
could anchor a fine penjing, if I
could find the right material to
balance it. Belinda, myself, and
Chuck Dear, another club member, spent a good hour gathering
rocks and trees, and then trying
to fit them together. When we
finished, we had a rough concept, built around the rock and
a dramatically windswept “number one” tree. We would try to

work out the details at the next
meeting of the TCBS.
A few weeks later found us gathered in the St. Lucie Agricultural
Center for our monthly meeting.
Our program was about forests,
multi-trunked bonsai and penjing.
After going through a slide show,
during which we critiqued dozens
of compositions, we pulled out
our material and got to work, trying to apply the lessons we had
gleaned from the presentation.
Club members had
brought additional
rocks, and numerous folks dove in,
trimming trees,
placing rocks and
trying to develop a
detailed plan.
By the time we were
done, we knew what
worked, and what
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Jupiter Bonsai

Bonsai, Pre-Bonsai,
Nursery Stock,
Stands, Tools, Pots, Soil, Wire
Everything for your bonsai needs!
Call

5 6 1 . 6 2 8 . 6 3 9 2 for information
WHOLESALE TO THE TRADE

Retail, Demonstrations and Workshops
for Bonsai Clubs by Appointment Only.
visit our website: www.jupiterbonsai.com
94
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Dragon
Tree Bonsai
LARGE SPECIMEN TREES AVAILABLE
ROBERT PINDER
3663 S.W. Honey Terrace, Palm City, FL 34990
(772) 418-7079 email dragontree@bellsouth.net
Right Next to Turnpike Exit #133 in Palm City
Please come join us at our study group meeting held on the
second Sunday of every month. Time: 10–1 at Dragon Tree.
We’re looking forward to having you visit.
94

A Care Manual and Guide for
Florida’s Tropical Bonsai Growers

Tropical Green Sheets
• Over 200 pages covering 127 species
• Appendices with articles covering
repotting, watering, etc.
• Tips and Tidbits picked up along with way
• Photographs of individual species
• A Tropical Gallery of ﬁnished bonsai from various
bonsai artists from South Florida.

Go to www.bonsai-bsf.com/store/ to order.
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BONSAI LECTURES & WORKSHOPS
with Jim Doyle

1451 PLEASANT HILL ROAD
HARRISBURG, PA 17112
717-545-4555 PHONE & FAX

Extensive line of JAPANESE TOOLS
FLEXCUT CARVING TOOLS
Select POTS from U.S., Europe,
Japan
Horst Heinzlreiter
Jim Barrett
Your source for the shohin book:
THE MODERN BONSAI
www.natureswaybonsai.com

92

To Advertise in
Florida Bonsai contact:
advertising@bonsa-bsf.com
for information.

MAY 2009
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Wigert’s
Mango Grove
& Nursery

MIKE
CARTRETT
Lectures,
Demonstrations,
Workshops,
Private Sessions,
Bonsai Redesign,
Repotting,
Maintenance,
and Sales,

Bonsai,
Pre-bonsai,
Pots, Tools,
Supplies, Classes
Your source for quality
tropical material.

YOUR SOURCE FOR
TROPICAL INFORMATION.

B.S. in Horticulture,
Over thirty years
as a nursery owner.
561.586.2541
OR

cartrettm@bellsouth.net
92

2930 South Road
North Fort Myers, FL 33917
239.543.2234
www.wigertsbonsai.com
92

Old Florida Bonsai
“By appointment only”

Richard Turner
J.J. Turner
1755 74th Avenue
Vero Beach, FL 32966

(772) 562-1338
Cell: (772) 538-1024
E-mail: Jonesturner@mindspring.com

011
0

Bonsai & Things Shibui
Barbara R. Poglitsch
Featuring Kiku & Joshua Roth Tools
www.bonsaiandthingsshibui.com
email infoshibui@comcast.net
PH 772-287-5356 By Appointment Only
9
3
93
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911
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e-store for pots & tools

bonsaimonk com

Bo n sa i by the M o n a st e ry
Shop Online:
Houtoku Pots
Tokoname Pots
Korean Mica Pots
Akadama & Kanuma
Books, Accessories, Wire
Yagimitsu & Ryukoh Tools

Competitive Prices! Request a copy of our free catalog...

Tollfree Orders: 1.800.778.POTS (7687)
Local: 770.388.0531
Fax: 770.760.0989
2625 Highway 212 SW

Conyers, GA 30094

Visiting Atlanta?
Don’t miss our Greenhouse Store!
Map & Hours on our Website:
www.bonsaimonk.com
Store Phone: 770.918.9661
94

