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A message fr'om the [aPesidentv

An email from a concerned member: “It strikes me that a “BSF CONVENTION”
is irrelevant, and out of date. Consider: Wickert [sicl, Miami, Gold Coast,
Broward, Brevard, Lee, Panbandle, Schley, Dragon Tree.

“I must be missing about three big time events with multiple programs and

entrance fees exceeding BSF. Not to mention individual club “master’s”

programs, (Not complaining, just noting the saturation of attendee’s interests,
and budget busting to get people to the BSF event.)”

believe nothing could be further from the truth than to say that
the BSF Convention is “irrelevant.” I reject that statement in

principle and in fact!

The hardest arithme-
tic to master is that
which enables us to
count our blessings!

Florida is a dominant
state in the participa-
tion and activism of
bonsai. Our climate
is an advantage that
other states and countries can
only envy. By virtue of the work,
experience, and teaching of those
before us, we are an active state of
bonsai enthusiasts who continue
to thrive through the access to
exceptional speakers, incredible
material, resources to participate
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at avariety of levels,
and a dynamic and
motivated group of
people (with ini-
tiative) dedicated
to bonsai.

Based upon
the principles of cap-
italism, our conven-
tions continue to be well-attended
and continue to make a profit for
BSEF. Even through the recent years
of economic turmoil, people con-
tinued to attend in the convention
to the best of their ability because
of the intrigue of our hobby, the joy
of participation, and sharing the

FLORIDA BONSAI



A message fl?om the €ditor

here has this year gone? Shorter days, holidays

upon us, cooler temps. The time just flies. I

thought I'd find all this extra time in my retire-

ment. I just don’t know where the time gets to. I am happy to say that

we have had a great year of bonsai in 2011 and 2012 looks even brighter.

The convention committee has
been hard at work with the event
planning which is now set. You
will find the registration form in
this issue of Florida
Bonsai. We are look-
ing forward to a
great event at our
new venue — the
Wyndham Orlando
Resort. Headlining
will be Ryan Neil
(OR), Peter Warren
(UK) and Kora
Dalagher (CA). Also appearing
for the first time as a featured
artist will be Florida’s rising star
Michael Fiduccia. You will see
what Michael has been up to

this year in his article, The Bonsai
Mirai Experience.

This issue is focused on intro-
ducing you to our headliners for
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BSF 2012 —A Learning Experience.
‘We're sure that our members
who attended last year’s conven-
tion will understand the scope of
this year’s event. We
are looking forward
to a great learning
experience with

our speakers.

I would like to thank
all of our members
this year who so
generously sent their
articles and experiences to us for
publication. They are: Clarina
Allen, Mac Caruthers, Arturo
Cid, Michael Fiduccia, Louise
Leister, Susan Moring, Paul Pikel,
Rosemarie Voelker and Erik
Wigert. Without the literary con-
tributions of our members this
publication could not exist. It is
through our shared experiences

FLORIDA BONSAI



The Bonsai m'Lraai 8XPePience

By Michael Feduccia

am sure that by now most of you are familiar with bonsai
master Ryan Neil, a young man from Colorado who recently
returned from a six year apprenticeship in Japan with the

famous bonsai master Masahiko Kimura. He was our headlining art-
ist for the 2011 BSF convention in Orlando and, by popular demand,
will be returning as our headliner for 2012. Attending a workshop or
demonstration by Ryan will give you a glimpse into the level at which
he is practicing bonsai. But to truly experience all that he has to offer
you must spend more time than what a convention would allow. It was

for this reason and others that in early 2011 I contacted Ryan about

becoming a dedicated student.

The pinnacle of study with

Mr. Neil would definitely be a
complete full-time apprentice-
ship for several years, much like
his time spent in Japan. But hav-
ing a family to support does not
allow that kind of long-term sepa-
ration. So I opted for the next
best thing, intensive studies with
Ryan several times a year for one
to two weeks at a time. My stud-
ies began in early spring of this
year with a nine hour flight to his
garden, International Bonsai Mirai.

International Bonsai Mirai is nes-
tled on a beautiful hilltop outside
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of Portland, Oregon. Just travel-
ing to the Pacific Northwest is
like going to another country,
especially coming from Florida.
Portland is a charming city and
Oregon is by far one of the most
beautiful places I have seen in
our United States. A forty-five
minute drive North along the
Columbia River brings you to the
gorgeous and somewhat secluded
countryside that Ryan Neil calls
home. As we make our way up
the curvy road to the top of the
hill T can’t help but notice all of
the giant trees in the surrounding

FLORIDA BONSAI



Aview of Ryan’s nursery - International Bonsai Mirai, and the majestic view beyond.

forest; Cedar, Hemlock, Spruce,
and Maples to name a few. As the
garden comes into view you can’t
help but feel a sense of astonish-
ment. It quickly becomes appar-
ent that this is a very special place
and not only does it house hun-
dreds of world class specimens

but the garden itself is world class.

Drawing on my experience with
martial arts I approached these
studies with “an empty cup”. This
would be a new beginning, a fresh
start down the path of becoming
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aworld class bonsai professional.
With that goal in mind I knew
I was in the right place. Being
early spring, our focus was to be
on repotting. But before getting
our hands dirty I was presented
with about an hour of classroom
study in the studio. I found this
to be quite interesting because
we weren’t just discussing bon-
sai concepts but more about the
physiological aspects of each
species with which we work.
Ryan has a four year degree in
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Sapuyama Bonsai,: Petera WaPPen

bo is Peter Warren you ask..What is Saruyama
Bonsai? We found the following information on his
website and hope you find it both interesting and enlight-
ening. We are all looking forward to Peter’s joining us in May in Orlando for

the BSF Annual Convention — A Learning Experience.

Saruyama Bonsai, home of Peter
‘Warren, a bonsai professional
from the UK. Peter trained for
over five years under Kunio
Kobayashi, one of the top masters
in Japan and is now on a mission to
bring the best of Japanese bonsai
to the rest of the world.

WINTER 2011

Saruyama comes from part of a
Japanese proverb, “Saruyama no
taishou,” which roughly trans-
lates as the general of monkey
mountain, which at the time
made me laugh and think about
the world around me. I decided
there and then that I would name
my future garden “Saruyama’,
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literally “monkey mountain”, as a
reminder to myself to try and not
become as close-minded as those
that I had seen around me. It is
with that in mind that I intend
to work with the finest bonsai in
Europe and the U.S. and improve
the standard of bonsai educa-
tion from beginners to the most
advanced level, constantly learn-
ing and improving myself as I go.

My name is Peter Warren, a shy
and retiring type...! I grew up in
the North Yorkshire country-
side, went off to Leicester
University where I read Physics
with Astrophysics before running
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away to Japan for what I thought
would be a year-long stay before
settling down for a relatively
normal life. Fortunately while

I was there I stumbled across
bonsai in an attempt to become
cultured. I was instantly taken

by the power and beauty that...
well, trees in pots could have. I
had never seen anything quite so
incredible in my life and even now
the idea of bonsai is one which
astounds me and continues to
drive me forwards. There are so
many interesting facets of bonsaij;
ideas, ways of doing things, aes-
thetic concepts and philosophical

FLORIDA BONSAI
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The Stopy 0{4’ the Mind Behind the Murat: Plyan Netl

rowing up in the Rocky Mountains of western

Colorado, Ryan was exposed to endless examples

of nature’s wrath and nature’s beauty. With every
hike he took into the mountains, Ryan’s interest in plants and their
resiliency grew, increasing his curiosity and unknowingly establish-
ing a foundation for his future. Fishing may have been Ryan’s initial
justification for exploring his backyard, the Rockies, but after a fate-
ful encounter with bonsai at the annual town fair and mentor-to-be
Harold Sasaki, the subject of his hikes and the path of his life changed
forever. By the time Ryan graduated high school he had already made
up his mind to pursue bonsai professionally and knew that an educa-
tion in horticulture could only help his chances of someday appren-

ticing under the great master Mr. Masahiko Kimura.
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ShitRusa or lusamono: Jiora DaLagheP

an Francisco’s Bay Area resident Kora Dalagher has been

active in bonsai for the last 25 years; she has gained a deep

appreciation for the art of bonsai through her numerous

travels (over 27 trips) to Japan as a tour organizer and owner of Bonsai

Travel. She has been a bonsai teacher for the last 16 years. Kora has given

workshops and demonstrations

on companion plants, wildflower
plantings along with the art of dis-
play. Kora has published articles in
Golden Statements and several other
bonsai-related magazines. Kora is
very active in the Bay area and is
amember of the Bay Area Bonsai
Associates (BABA).

We are excited to have Kora join

us as a headliner at this year’s

PAGE 34

BSF Annual Convention 2012 — A

Learning Experience. You will have
several opportunities to work
with her on creating a kusamono
and a companion plant. Kora has
just returned from Japan, where
she shopped for interesting and
unique containers for her work-
shops. We hope you take advan-
tage of this great opportunity.

At left, Kora poses with Kunio Kobayashi after com-

pleting a bonsai display seminar in Rochester, NY.
Below, Kora assists a participant with a planting.
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Schley’s Bonsai and Supplies

2745 Audubon Ave ~Del.and. FL 32720

Your Central Florida Bonsai Source

Fall Special
From Stock s
t $5.50
Lava Rock
per 7 |b bag

Red Lava Rock

386-67/5-3118

SchleyBonsai@aol.com
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WIGERT'S BONSAI

YOUR SW FLORIDA SOURCE FOR QUALITY
BONSAI MATERIALS AND SUPPLIES

Erik Wigert

Phone (239) 543-2234
customer_service@wigertsbonsai.com
2930 South Road, North Ft. Myers, FL 33917
o www.wigertsbonsai.com

Your Source for Quality Kiku Tools,

Wor]gstan(ls, Wire, Supplies, Pots & Soil.
We have a full line of bonsai supplies

in-stock and ready to go. Come visit our

showroom or our online store at:

MECOBONSALCOM

1 1-866-256-1492
g MECOBONSAI

Wholesale Distributors of Worlzstan&s, Kiku Tools, Wire, Supplies, Pots

Established Bonsai Business
Website Updated and Modernized
Tool Inventory and Supplies

E-mail inquiries to: infoshibui@comcast.net

photo and [llustration Credits

(over, Pages 7-14 - Michael Feduccia; Page 2 - Charles Michelson; Page 4,15-18, 29-33, 34 - Louise Leister

WINTER 2011 PAGE 41



COMING IN LATE 2011

TROPICAL GREEN SHEETS li

IT'S THE OLD PLUS THE NEW

Revisions of old entries with
updated information and names.

Green Sheets on newly introduced species including:
Florida Natives
Tropical Trees from Puerto Rico
Species from Mexico
Plus additional trees requested from Florida growers.

New Articles, Tidbits, and Tips

Featuring
an all new Tropical Bonsai Gallery
with trees by Florida Artists and
also including a special Shohin Gallery

Be included!
Submit your photos of outstanding trees
for the new gallery and possibly have
your tree selected for the new cover.

All photos must be of high resolution and display quality.
All photo submissions become the property of
TROPICAL GREEN SHEETS II.

All submissions are due by August 1, 2011.

Please include name of owner and name of tree.
One tree will be chosen for the cover.

Owners will receive full recognition for their submission.

Photos may be emailed to: marthagoff50@comcast.net ormail to:
Martha Goff, 5017 Bygone Street, Lehigh Acres, Florida 33971

Don’t miss out on Spotlighting Florida Artists and Florida Bonsai.
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Old Florida Bonsai

“By appointment only”

Richard Turner

s,  Bonsai & Things Shibui

J.J. Turner !
1755 74th Avenue (772) 562-1338 {-
Vero Beach, FL 32966 Cell: (772) 538-1024
E-mail: Jonesturner@mindspring.com
| N— 1 it | | - i (Tr— 1 - ) i
i

Barbara R. Poglitsch

Featuring Kiku & Joshua Roth Tools

www.bonsaiandthingsshibui.com

g Email: infoshibui@comcast.net
@. 4 Call: 772-287-5356 By Appointment Only

BSF member'sh.l»P

Individuals acquire BSF membership as members of a local affiliated club. Other
memberships include: Member-At-Large, Member Organization-At-Large, Donor
Membership, or Special Life Membership.

For membership information contact: Gail Santini, Membership Chair,
8855 Lake Park Circle S, Davie, Florida 33328-7015  Email: membership@bonsai-bsf.com

fust of Advertisers

Bonsai and Things Shibui mee 41/ 43 Tropical Green Sheets || oace 42
Meco Bonsai mac 41 Schley’s Bonsai paee 40
0ld Florida Bonsai see 45 Wigert's Bonsai pace 41
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Flortda Bonsat Sul)sori[)ﬁ on FornvV

2ridaBonsal is published by the Bonsai Societies of Florida (BSF) four times
a year. If you would like to subscribe to Florida Bonsai for $20 a year, please com-
plete the following form. For international subscribers, please send info requests
to publications@bonsai-bsf.com (the cost will be $20 plus applicable postage).

NAME

STREET ADDRESS

(ITY, STATE, ZIP

TELEPHONE NUMBER

EMAIL ADDRESS

AFFILIATION

DATE

AMOUNT ENCLOSED

Make check payable to Bonsai Societies of Florida and mail to:
BSF Subscription, ¢/o Gail Santini, 8855 Lake Park Circle S,
Davie, Florida 33328-7013
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PRESIDENT Charles Michelson president@bonsai-bsf.com
IST VICE PRESIDENT Ben Liss firstvp@bonsai-bsf.com
2ND VICE PRESIDENT Dorothy Schmitz secondvp@bonsai-bsf.com
CORRESPONDING SECRETARY VACANT csecretary@bonsai-bsf.com
RECORDING SECRETARY Carol McKinney rsecretary@bonsai-bsf.com
TREASURER Barbara Poglitsch treasurer@bonsai-bsf.com
PAST PRESIDENT Louise Leister  pastpresident@bonsai-bsf.com
DISTRICT I Rosemarie Voelker CONVENTION 2012 BSF/BOD

DISTRICT 2

DISTRICT 3

DISTRICT 4

DISTRICT §

DISTRICT 6

DISTRICT 7

DISTRICT 8

WINTER 2011

trusteer@bonsai-bsf.com

Jane Ziolkowski

trustee2@bonsai-bsf.com

Linda Pottberg

trustee3@bonsai-bsf.com

Ronn Miller

trustee4@bonsai-bsf.com

Paul Cacioppo

trustees@bonsai-bsf.com

Rita Rosenberg

trustee6@bonsai-bsf.com

Michael Knowlton
trustee7@bonsai-bsf.com

Arturo Cid

trustee8@bonsai-bsf.com

president@bonsai-bsfcom

EDUCATION Louise Leister
advertising@bonsai-bsf.com

EPCOT/BSF Paul Pikel
epcot@bonsai-bsf.com
MEMBERSHIP Gail Santini

membership@bonsai-bsf.com

PUBLICATIONS Mike Sullivan
publications@bonsai-bsf.com

ADVERTISING Louise Leister
advertising@bonsai-bsf.com

SPEAKERS BUREAU  David Baruch
speakersbureau@bonsai-bsf.com

Paul Pikel
webmaster@bonsai-bsf.com

WEBSITE
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